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FOREWORD 


The lessons for the next nine months are all in the Old Testa- 
ment. The general topics for the first three quarters of the year 
are respectively, “Later Leaders and Prophets of Israel” (North- 
ern Kingdom), “Prophets and Kings in Judah” (Southern King- 
dom), and “The Exile and the Restoration.” The lessons begin 
with the death of Solomon and continue through to the close of the 
Old Testament period. 

The first quarter’s lessons center around the history of Israel, 
as the Northern Kingdom is called. The second quarter’s lessons 
trace the history of Judah. The third quarter is a study of the 
Exile and the Restoration. The fourth and last quarter takes us 
into the New Testament to the life of Christ as given in Luke’s 
Gospel. 

The Old Testament lessons therefore begin with The First Book of the Kings 
and follow on through the history of the Hebrew people till the coming of Jesus. 
Do not be satisfied with reading the text printed in the Quarterly. Read the entire 
story as it is given in the Bible, and when the course ends, you will be well repaid. 
Make this New Year a year in which you will “grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


Yours very sincerely, 


Hugh J 
eS 


The quotations from the American Standard Edition of the Revised Bible, as printed in this Quarterly, are copy: 
righted, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons, and are used by permission. q 
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Lesson I 


January 1, 1922 


THE REVOLT OF JEROBOAM 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image, nor any likeness of 
any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them.”—Ex. 20: 4, 5. 


TEXT OF LESSON, I Kings 12: 12-17, 26-30 
For entire lesson, see I Kings 12:1 to 13:6 


COMMON VERSION 

12 §So Jer-o-bo’am and all the people came to 
Re-ho-bo’am the third day, as the king had ap- 
pointed, saying, Come to me again the third day. 

13 And the king answered the people roughly, 
and forsook the old men’s counsel that they gave 
him ; 

14 And spake to them after the counsel of the 
young men, saying, My father made your yoke 
heavy, and I will add to your yoke: my father also 
chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions. 

15 Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the 
people; for the cause was from the Lorp, that he 
might perform his saying, which the Lorp spake 


by A-hi’'jah the Shi’lo-nite unto Jer-o-bo’am the. 


son of Ne’bat. 

16 § So when all Is’ra-el saw that the king heark- 
ened not unto them, the people answered the king, 
saying, What portion have we in Da’vid? neither 
have we inheritance in the son of Jes’se: to your 
tents, O Is’ra-el: now see to thine own house, Da’- 
vid. So Is’ra-el departed unto their tents. 

17 But as for the children of Is’ra-el which 
dwelt in the cities of Ju’dah, Re-ho-bo’am reigned 
over them. 

* * % * * 


26 And Jer-o-bo’am said in his heart, Now shall 
the kingdom return to the house of Da’vid: 

27 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the 
house of the Lorp at Je-ru’sa-lem, then shall the 
heart of this people turn again unto their lord, 
even unto Re-ho-bo’am king of Ju’dah, and they 
shall kill me, and go again to Re-ho-bo’am king of 
Ju’dah. 

28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made 
two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too 
much for you to go up to Je-ru’sa-lem: behold thy 
gods, O Is’ra-el, which brought thee up out of the 
land of E’gypt. 

29 And he set the one in Beth’-el, and the other 
put he in Dan. 

30 And this thing became a sin: for the people 
went to worship before the one, even unto Dan. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Re- 
hoboam the third day, as the king bade, saying, 
Come to me again the third day. 13 And the king 
answered the people roughly, and forsook the coun- 
sel of the old men which they had given him, 14 
and spake to them after the counsel of the young 
men, saying, My father made your yoke heavy, but 
I will add to your yoke: my father chastised you 
with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. 
15 So the king hearkened not unto the people; for 
it was a thing brought about of Jehovah, that he 
might establish his word, which Jehovah spake by 
Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

16 And when all Israel saw that the king heark- 
ened not unto them, the people answered the king, 
saying, What portion have we in David? neither 
have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your 
tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. 
So Israel departed unto their tents. 17 But as for 
the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities of 


Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 
* * * BPs * 


26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now will the 
kingdom return to the house of David: 27 if this 
people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of Je- 
hovah at Jerusalem, then will the heart of his peo- 
ple turn again unto their lord, even unto Reho- 
boam king of Judah; and they will kill me, and 
return to Rehoboam king of Judah. 28 Whereupon 
the king took counsel, and made two calves of 
gold; and he said unto them, It is too much for 
you to go up to Jerusalem; behold thy gods, O 
Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. 29 And he set the one in Beth-el, and the 
other put he in Dan. 30 And this thing became a 
sin; for the people went to worship before the one, 
even unto Dan. 


The Time—931 B.c. The Place—Shechem. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, December 26............ec.ceee. Samuel’s’ Warning <t-cean . t e eco aa ine I Sam. 8: 10-18. 
Tuesday; Decembar2 722" - ho. aa eee Foolish Counsel Followed...............-- I Kings 12: 6-15. 
Wednesday, December 28...............4.. The RevoltiMoretold. 22 cowns eect bss heat I Kings 11 : 29-39. 
Thureday, December 29.5... 022 es0c ee she The ‘Revolt Accomplished 9. iis «. cen t+. 5 I Kings 12: 16-20. 
Priday, ‘December ‘303-7 5; Go. sacar ake A’ King Humbled cvs 4 eid ini theinie 000 ss 0s)a niet Dan. 4 : 30-37. 
Saturday, December 31............%e+ccee Rulers Are God’s Ministers............... Rom. 13: 1-7 


Sunday, Janidary 1 ..c7. ise uae soleus The Model for All Rulers: .. oo..5 . 20 sete II Sam. 23 : ney 


The Revolt 


Lesson I 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


14. With scorpions. Probably special and cruel 
whips with leaden balls, used for punishing crimi- 
nals. ‘They stung like the bite of a scorpion. 

15. Establish his word. The story of the proph- 
et’s message to Jeroboam is told in I Kings 
11 : 29-39. God had a plan superior to the king’s 
foolishness. 

16. All Israel. ‘‘Israel’’ refers to the northern 
part of the nation with its capital at Shechem. The 
capital of Judah was at Jerusalem. 

28. Two calves of gold. Images in the form of 
young oxen. The ox had long been a symbol of 
deity. See Ex. 32 : 4-8. 

29. Beth-el ... Dan. Bethel was in the south, 
ten miles north of Jerusalem. Dan was in the 
north, probably at the largest source of the river 


Jordan. 
THE LESSON STORY 


The lessons for the next nine months are from 
the Old Testament. They begin with the story of 
the Divided Kingdom. The first king of Israel 
was Saul, and he reigned for forty years. The 
second king was David and in his day Israel grew 
great and strong. He, too, reigned for about forty 
years. The third king was Solomon, the son of 
David, and he, too, reigned for forty years. Solo- 
mon was very wise and at the same time very fool- 
ish. He forgot God and welcomed heathen re- 
ligions. He was very rich, but his riches were ob- 
tained by oppression. He had many slaves and 
during his reign luxury and extravagance had full 
sway. He burdened the people with heavy taxes 
and exacted large revenues from them through 
forced labor and through taxes, until the people 
were ready to rebel against him and his govern- 
ment. During his lifetime, however, he was able 
to keep peace, but at his death, the people of the 
north under Jeroboam, demanded reform. Reho- 
boam, Solomon’s son who had been proclaimed 
king, refused to grant reform and the people of the 
north set up their own government under Jeroboam, 
while Rehoboam was king in the south. The North- 
ern Kingdom was called Israel. The Southern 
Kingdom was called Judah. 


THE CAUSES OF THE DOWNFALL 


God had told Solomon that the kingdom would 

be taken from his son. In I Kings 11:11, 12 we 
read, ‘‘ Wherefore Jehovah said unto Solomon, For- 
asmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not 
kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have 
commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom 
from thee, and will give it to thy servant. Not- 
withstanding in thy days I will not do it, for Da- 
vid thy father’s sake: but I will rend it out of the 
hand of thy son.’’ Solomon had proved false to the 
nation by burdening the people to support. a luxuri- 
ious and extravagant government. He had extorted 
taxes and had forced thousands into slavery. He 
had also proved false to God by encouraging 
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heathen religion and by marrying heathen women. 
God allowed Solomon to remain king over the coun- 
try to the end of his life, but deprived his son of 
power. Sometimes sin and evil take a generation 
to bring forth their fruit. ‘‘God does not pay at 
the end of every day but in the end he pays,’’ is 
an old and a true saying. 


THE DEMANDS OF THE PEOPLE 
I Kings 12 : 12 


When Solomon died, the people of the north rose 
up to demand their rights. There had always been 
jealous feelings between the north and the south 
since the days of Saul and David. Solomon was 
succeeded by his son Rehoboam who was probably 
crowned king at Jerusalem. To avoid a civil war 
it was necessary for him also to be proclaimed and 
crowned king at Shechem, the chief city of the 
north. There the people gathered around him and 
with Jeroboam as their leader, demanded that Re- 
hoboam make their burdens of taxation and service 
lighter. This was only fair. Jeroboam had pre- 
pared himself for leadership. Indeed God had pre- 
pared him, for he had been forewarned by a 
prophet by the name of Ahijah, that he himself 
would be king of the north. The story of Ahijah’s 
visit to Jeroboam is full of interest and should be 
read. JI Kings 11: 29-39. Ahijah had rent his 
mantle into twelve pieces and had given ten pieces 
to Jeroboam, saying, ‘‘Take thee ten pieces; for 
thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Behold, L 
will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, 
and will give ten tribes to thee.’’ Like Moses’ 
attempt at reform, however, Jeroboam’s failed, and 
he fled into Egypt and only returned to lead the 
popular rebellion when Solomon was dead. 


REHOBOAMWM’S FOOLISH ANSWER 
I Kings 12 : 13, 14 

Rehoboam was about forty-one when he began 
to reign. His counselors were young by compari- 
son with his father’s advisers. He asked for three 
days to consider the request of the people of Is- 
rael that he should lighten their burdens. This 
was a bad start. He should have promptly replied 
to them in a kindly and helpful way. But he was 
the wrong kind of man. His mother was a heathen 
princess and he himself was without moral prin- 
ciples. He first asked the old men, the elders of 
the government, what he should do, and they gave 
him wise advice which would have enabled him to 
satisfy the people, if he had followed it. They 
said, ‘‘If thou wilt be a servant unto this people 
this day, and wilt... speak good words to them, 
then they will be thy servants for ever.’’ This 
advice evidently did not satisfy him and he turned 
to his own careless companions who counseled him 
not to lighten the burdens but to increase them. 
This was the opinion which Rehoboam himself held, 
and so after three days he said to the people, ‘‘ My 
father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to 
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your yoke: my father chastised you with whips, 
but I will chastise you with scorpions.’’ It was 
all very foolish and Rehoboam soon discovered that 
he had made a mistake. He had not asked God for 
help and he had despised the advice of wise and 
experienced men, It is always wise for young peo- 
ple to fellow the counsel of age and of experience, 
and above all, it is best to test our plans by God’s 
Word. Rehoboam was selfish, cruel, and unjust, 
and in the end involved himself and his country in 
disaster. 
GOD’S PLAN FOR ISRAEL 
I Kings 12:15 

While Rehoboam planned to impose greater bur- 
dens on the people, God’s purpose was to set them 
free and to divide the king- 
dom into two nations, one 
in the north called Israel, 
and one in the south called 
Judah. This plan had 
been announced to Jero- 
boam by Ahijah, one of 
God’s prophets. I Kings 
11: 30-32. Jeroboam had 
been one of Solomon’s fore- 
men. He had been made 
overseer over a group of 
workmen who were rebuild- 
ing the walls of Jerusalem. 
The prophet’s words stirred 
his heart and, knowing the 
hardship to which the work- 
men were subjected, he or- 
ganized a rebellion, but had 
to flee for his life to Egypt, 
where he remained until the 
death of Solomon. When 
he returned to his own peo- 
ple of the north, he resolved 
that the burdens must be 
made lighter or he would 
set up a new kingdom. Be- 
hind all these movements 
God had a plan. He had 
told Solomon that on ac- 
count of his sin, the nation would suffer disaster 
and this was the working out of his will. It is as 
true of nations as of individuals that we reap what 
we sow. 


ISRAEL AND JUDAH 
I Kings 12 : 16, 17 


When the people of Israel heard Rehoboam’s 
insulting answer to the request of Jeroboam, they 
were angry. Years of oppression had made them 
bitter. They were ready for rebellion and knew 
how to set up a government of their own. The 
early colonists in America were in much the same 
position when they refused to pay the unjust taxes 
of the motherland. They rebelled and established 
their own government. So did Israel. They said, 
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‘What portion have we in David?’’ They meant 
Judah, the southern part, which had always been 
loyal to David. There had long been bitter feel- 
ing between the north and the south. They now 
declared open rebellion. ‘‘To your tents, O Is- 
rael: now see to thine own house, David. So Is- 
rael departed unto their tents.’’ Rebellion was 
openly declared. The kingdom that had been so 
glorious in the reigns of Saul and David and Solo- 
mon was divided. Rehoboam was king of Judah, 
and Jeroboam was king of Israel. 

It was an unhappy ending to a long period 
of unrighteousness and was the result of Solo- 
mon’s idolatry and his neglect of God, and of 
Rehoboam’s foolishness and unwillingness to take 
advice from those who had more experience than he. 


SHECHEM 


“And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel were come to Shechem to 


make hin king.’—I King 12:1. 


THE IDOLATRY OF JEROBOAM 
I Kings 12 : 26 


The rebellion led by Jeroboam was a complete 
success. Rehoboam tried to put an end to it by 
sending out Adoram, one of his overseers, but the 
people stoned him to death and Rehoboam, the 
king, fled back to Jerusalem from Shechem where 
the conference had been held. The new nation in 
the north made Jeroboam king. 

The capital of Israel was at Shechem and Jero- 
boam set about to establish his kingdom as an in- 
dependent nation. He knew, however, that as long 
as his people went up to worship at Jerusalem, it 
would be difficult to do this. The Temple was at 
Jerusalem and there was the center of the religious 
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life of the people. Jeroboam, however, established 
two places of worship in Israel. One place was 
at Bethel, ten miles from Jerusalem and one at 
Dan, in the extreme north. Here he erected tem- 
ples and ordained priests and set up in each place 
a calf of gold, saying, ‘‘It is too much for you 
to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel.’’ 
The lesson says in v. 30 that ‘‘this thing became 
a sin.’? God warned the people against it and in 
ch. 13 : 1-6, one of God’s prophets cried out against 
such idolatry. Jeroboam, in setting up images of 
young oxen as symbols of God’s power, disobeyed 
the Second Commandment. In this way Jeroboam 
introduced idolatry into Israel and that idolatry 
was destroyed only when the nation was conquered 
by Assyria in 722 B.c. 

Again and again the Bible speaks of ‘‘the sins 
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made 
Israel to sin.’’ In order to make his throne se- 
cure, he turned the people’s hearts from God by 
idolatry and thus brought about his own and his 
nation’s downfall. 


LESSONS TO BE LEARNED 


A nation’s sins find it out. The sin of Solormon 
bore fruit in the time of his son Rehoboam. The 
sin of Rehoboam brought about the rebellion of 
Israel, and the idolatry of Jeroboam in time over- 
threw Israel. 

Rehoboam had a heathen mother and her influ- 
ence is seen in the foolishness of her son. It is still 
true that a mother’s influence rules the world. 

It is wise for youth to be advised by experience. 
Rehoboam should have listened to the wisdom of 
the older men. 

The true ruler is he who serves. Jesus himself 
said that he came into the world not to be served 
by others but to serve them. 

Israel turned from God to golden calves. We, 
too, may leave God for some idol. We may make 
an idol out of pleasure, wealth, self. Whatever 
has first place in our lives, that is our god. 
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FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why was the kingdom over which Solomon 
ruled divided after his death? 

2. Over what country did Rehoboam rule? 

3. Over what country did Jeroboam rule? 

4, Of what sin was Rehoboam guilty? 

5. Was Jeroboam a good or a bad king? Why? 
6. How did Jeroboam lead Israel into sin? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 1. What do we most need to know? 

A. We most need to know what God would have 
us believe and do. 

Q. 2. Where do we best learn what God would 
have us believe and do? 

A. We best learn what God would have us be- 
lieve and do in the Bible. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What complaint did the people make concern- 
ing Solomon? 

2. How did Rehoboam treat the complaint of the 
people? 

3. How had Jeroboam been prepared for leader- 
ship ? 

4, Why did Jeroboam set up places of worship 
in Bethel and in Dan? 

5. What was Jeroboam’s great sin? 

6. What is the relation of the golden text to the 
lesson? 

The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 53. Which is the third commandment? 

A. The third commandment is, Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lorp thy Ged in vain: for 
the Lorp will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain. 

Q. 54. What is required in the third command- 
ment ? 

A. The third commandment requireth the holy 
and reverent use of God’s names, titles, attributes, 
ordinances, word, and works. 


Lesson II—ELIJAH THE TISHBITE 
THE GOLDEN TEXT—“But seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these 


things shall be added unto you.”—Matt. 6: 33. 


TEXT OF LESSON, I Kings 17: 1-16 
For entire lesson, see I Kings, ch. 17 


COMMON VERSION 
1 And E-li’jah the Tish’bite, who was of the 
inhabitants of Gil’e-ad, said unto A’hab, As the 
Lorp God of Is’ra-el liveth, before whom I stand, 
there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but 
according to my word. 
2 And the word of the Lorp came unto him, say- 


ing, 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the so- 
journers of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As Jehovah, 
the God of Israel, liveth, before whom I stand, 
there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but 
according to my word. 2 And the word of Jeho- 
vah came unto him, saying, 3 Get thee hence, and 
turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook 


Lesson II 


3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and 
hide thyself by the brook Che’ rith, that 1s before 
Jor’dan. 

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the 
brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed 
thee there. 

5 So he went and did according unto the word 
of the Lorp: for he went and dwelt by the brook 
Che’rith, that. is before Jor’dan. 

6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh 
in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; 
and he drank of the brook. 

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the 
brook dried up, because there had been no rain in 
the land. 

8 § And the word of the Lorp came unto him, 
saying, 

9 Arise, get thee to Zar’e-phath, which belongeth 
to Zi’don,’ and dwell there: behold, 1 have com- 
manded a widow woman there to sustain thee. 

10 So he arose and went to Zar’e-phath. And 
when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the 
widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and 
he called to her, and said, Fetch mé, I pray thee, 
a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. 

11 And as she was going to fetch tt, he called 
to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel 
of bread in thine hand. 

12 And she said, As the Lorp thy God liveth, 
I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a 
barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I 
am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and 
dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and 
die. 

13 And E-li’jah said unto her, Fear not; go and 
do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a lit- 
tle cake first, and bring it unto me, and after 
make for thee and for thy son. 

14 For thus saith the Lorp God of Is’ra-el, The 
barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the 
cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lorp send- 
eth rain upon the earth. 

15 And she went and did according to the say- 
ing of E-li’jah: and she, and he, and her house, 
did eat many days. 

16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither 
did the curse of oil fail, according to the word of 
the Lorp, which he spake by E-li’jah. 


The Time—About 875 B.c. 
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Cherith, that is before the Jordan. 4 And it shall 
be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed thee there. 5 So he 
went and did according unto the word of Jehovah; 
for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that 
is before the Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought 
him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and 
flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook. 
7 And it came to pass after a while, that the 
brook dried up, because there was no rain in the 
land. 

8 And the word of Jehovah came unto him, say- 
ing, 9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which be- 
longeth to Sidon, and dwell there: behold, I have 
commanded a widow there to sustain thee. 10 So 


he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he 


came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was 
there gathering sticks: and he called to her, and 


‘said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a 


vessel, that I may drink. 11 And as she was going 
to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, 
I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. 12 
And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have 
not a cake, but a handful of meal in the jar, and 
a little oil in the cruse: and, behold, I am gath- 
ering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it 
for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. 
13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and 
do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little 
cake first, and bring it forth unto me, and after- 
ward make for thee and for thy son. 14 For thus 
saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, The jar of meal 
shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, 
until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the 
earth. 15 And she went and did according to the 
saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, 
did eat many days. 16 The jar of meal wasted 
not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according 
to the word of Jehovah, which he spake by Elijah. 


The Places—Israel—Cherith—Zarephath. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE 


TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, January’ 20h eee ee ee Blijah’s Opporiente.7.. seas vay ee geome ae ae I Kings 16: 29-33. 
Tuesday, January 3. Aco eee ee Wlijah’s ChallengesS aterm canoes cane: I Kings 17: 1-7. 
Ww ednesday, January $43.4. 948th Pa Elijah in the Widow’s Home.............. I Kings 17: 8-16. 
Thursday, January Oit\ oc 3. wie aoe Elijah Raising the Widow’s Son........... I Kings 17: 17-24. 
Friday,’ J annary, 6) shia Ait eee ee nese Elijah’s Faith to Be Our Faith............ Matt. 6: 25-34. 
Saturday, January); i...0esb.slh ced ou Elijah’s God a Bountiful Provider......... Ex. 16: 11-18. 
Sunday, J AnUAFY, S..14...u5 4 Gud es ite ae Khijah’s .God Our God. vai smaaees anak bie Ps. 62: 1-8. 
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DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


1. Elijah the Tishbite. Elijah means ‘‘my God 
is Jehovah.’’ He probably came from Tishbeh in 
Galilee, but he lived in Gilead. 

3. The brook Cherith. A wadi, or watercourse, 
flowing into the river Jordan from the east. It 
would be in what was called ‘‘the wilderness. ’’ 

6. The ravens. In Ezek. 27 : 27, the same word 
is translated ‘‘dealers in . . . merchandise,’’ and 
some have supposed that Arabs are meant. This is 
not possible. Elijah was in hiding, 

8. To Zarephath. Luke 4:26. A small village 
on the seacoast, about ten miles from Sidon, be- 
tween Tyre and Sidon. 

12. Jehovah thy God. 
The woman was a, heathen. 
She recognized Elijah by 
his speech and his dress as 
a worshiper of Jehovah, of 
whom she had heard. 


BETWEEN THE 
LESSONS 


Our last lesson intro- 
duced us to the new king- . 
dom of Israel under King 
Jeroboam. We learned 
that in order to separate 
Israel entirely from Judah, 
Jeroboam introduced idol- 
atry into Israel. He set up 
‘‘calves of gold,’’ one calf 
at Bethel and the other at 
Dan. These were intended 
to be symbols of Jehovah’s 
power. Gradually, however, 
the people of Israel fell 
away from Jehovah and be- 
came more and more idola- 
trous. The country in 
which they lived had always 
been idolatrous and it was 
easy for them to fall away 
from the true God and wor- 
ship the many images of 
Baal which were wor- 
shiped by the Canaanites 
who were still in the land. 

Jeroboam, as we remember, is spoken of as the 
man who, by introducing idolatry, ‘‘made Israel 
to sin.’’ He was followed by a succession of 
kings all worse than himself. Jeroboam reigned 
for twenty-two years and was succeeded by Nadab, 
of whom it is said that ‘‘he did that which was 
evil in the sight of Jehovah.’’ I Kings 15: 26. 
Nadab reigned two years and was succeeded by 
Baasha, who murdered all the house of Jeroboam; 
of him it is written, ‘‘He did that which was evil 
in the sight of Jehovah, and walked in the way 
of Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith he made 
Israel to sin.’’ I Kings 15:34. Baasha reigned 
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for twenty-four years and was succeeded by Elah, 
his son, a drunkard who, after a reign ot two 
years, was murdered by Zimri, his successor. Zimri, 
after reigning for only seven days, committed sui- 
cide by burning the house in which he had been 
besieged. I Kings 16:18. After the death of 
Zimri, there was civil war in Israel until Omri, 
the conqueror, was crowned king. He reigned for 
twelve years and of him it is said that he ‘‘did 
that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah, and 
dealt wickedly above all that were before him.’’ 
I Kings 16; 25. He was succeeded by Ahab who 
was king of Israel when Elijah the prophet spoke 
the word of the Lord given in our lesson. 

Ahab reigned for twenty- 
two years and was a 
powerful and _ influential 
king. He was brave and 
successful in war. He made 
Israel prosperous and 
strong. He built beautiful 
palaces and founded cities. 
Nevertheless, it is written 
of him: ‘‘And it came to 
pass, as if it had been a 
light thing for him to walk 
in the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, that he took 
to wife Jezebel the daugh- 
ter of Ethbaal king of the 
Sidonians, and went and 
served Baal, and worship- 
ped him. And he reared 
up an altar for Baal in the 
house of Baal, which he 
had built in Samaria.’’ 
I Kings 16:31-33, 

From the beginning of 
the reign of Jeroboam who 
introduced calf worship 
into Israel, to the begin- 
ning of the reign of Ahab, 
a period of sixty-two years, 
things had gone from bad 
to worse. The worship of 
Jehovah was well-nigh for- 
gotten, and everywhere the 
worship of Baal, the god 
of nature, was carried on. 
Ahab purposed in his heart to supplant the wor- 
ship of the true God with the worship of Baal and 
in this, he was helped and encouraged by his wife 
Jezebel, one of the most wicked and cruel women 
who ever lived. She has been called the Lady 
Maebeth of history. It looked as if Israel were to 
be given over entirely to idolatry and that God 
would be both forsaken and forgotten. But God 
has his own way of guiding both men and nations. 
When the darkness seemed the deepest, the light 
began to appear. When Ahab thought that Je- 
hovah had been banished, lo, Elijah appeared and 
said, ‘‘Thus saith Jehovah.’’ 
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ELIJAH THE TISHBITE 
Le Kinps al (ca 

Elijah appeared without announcement and van- 
ished like a spirit. When Ahab and Jezebel 
thought that they had succeeded in setting up 
their new heathen religion, suddenly ‘‘as a clap 
of thunder from a cloudless sky, there swept in 
before them a weird-looking man, with long, flow- 
ing hair, a mantle of sheepskin round his shoul- 
ders, and a rugged staff in his hand; and before 
they could ask him who he was, or why he had 
come thither, he had flung the gage of defiance at 
their feet, and had said, ‘As Jehovah, the God of 
Israel, liveth, before whom I stand, there shall 
not be dew nor rain these years, but according to 
my word.’ Then, this message given, he vanished 
like an apparition.’’ 

There had at last been found one man who was 
brave and bold enough to speak out for God. We 
know little about him. We are told that he was 
a Tishbite and doubtless he came from Tishbeh 
in Galilee, but he lived in Gilead. His soul was 
on fire for God and true religion, and he became 
one of the most fearless of all the prophets. He 
was a man of steel in an iron age. ‘‘ The strongest 
trees are found, not in sheltered nooks, but in the 
most exposed places, where sweeps the full fury of 
the storm; the hardiest flowers grow, not in the 
hothouse, but on the mountain side.’’ 

Those who worshiped Baal were worshipers of a 
nature god, but Elijah as God’s messenger was to 
show Ahab and Jezebel, as well as the people, that 
not Baal, but Jehovah, was the Lord, and that he 
held in his keeping the power to give and to with- 
hold the harvest and the food of man. 


ELIJAH AND THE RAVENS 
IX Kings 17 : 2-6 

Having delivered his startling message, Elijah 
fled for his life. He knew that both Ahab and 
Jezebel were tyrants at heart, and cruel, and he 
knew also that the country would be in the grip 
of a great famine, and so he was the more ready 
to obey the word of the Lord when he was told: 
‘“Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide 
thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before the 
Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of 
the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to 
feed thee there.’’ Elijah would feel at home in 
the lonely ravine on the east side of the Jordan. 
There he would find water, and there the wild 
ravens would, at the command of God, bring him 
food. The country would be searched for him, 
but he would be safe. It was not fear that drove 
Elijah into seclusion, but the word of God. God 
had work for him to do, and until that work was 
done, God’s hand would shelter him from harm. 
So wonderfully did God provide for him that peo- 
ple have tried to explain away the miraculous char- 
acter of the story. They have translated the word 
‘‘ravens’’ by the word ‘‘merchants’’ or ‘‘ Arabs.’? 
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Tt was God’s purpose to conceal Elijah, and if 
wandering Arabs knew his hiding place, he would 
not have been safe from Ahab. At any rate it 
was God who hid and who eared for his servant in 
that lonely asylum. God’s promises are still rich 
and true for all who trust. Try to recall other 
promises like these: 
‘¢But seek ye first his kingdom, and his right- 
eousness; and all these things shall be added unto 
ou.’ ; 
‘¢And my God shall supply every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.’’ 


THE OBEDIENT PROPHET 
Ti ekcings 3 fee 


We do not know how long Elijah remained in 
his wild hiding place. The story merely says that 
““after a while ... the brook dried up.’’ When 


_ the water ceased to flow, Elijah would know that 


the drought was upon the land. In ch. 18:1, we 
read that the famine lasted for at least three years, 
and in Luke 4 : 25 and James 5 : 17, that it lasted 
three years and six months. The time would seem 
long for Elijah. It is harder to wait than to work. 
The soldiers in France found waiting harder than 
fighting. But sometimes God asks his soldiers to 
wait. He has something for them to learn, and 
doubtless God had something for Elijah to learn 
during his long period of solitude. In his blind- 
ness, John Milton wrote the words: 


... God doth not need 

Either man’s work or his own gifts; who best 
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best; his state 
Is kingly; thousands at his bidding speed, 

And post o’er land and ocean without rest; 
They also serve who only stand and wait. 


Elijah and many of God’s servants have had to 
learn the lesson that ‘‘they also serve who only 
stand and wait.’’ 


ELIJAH AT ZAREPHATH 
I Kings 17:8, 9 


When Elijah was obliged to leave his hiding 
place on the east side of the Jordan, God guided 
him to the village of Zarephath on the coast of the 
Mediterranean, between the cities of Tyre and 
Sidon. When God spoke Elijah obeyed. He was 
the servant of God, and God’s word was his law. 
The command was definite—‘‘ Arise, get thee to 
Zarephath, which belongeth to Sidon, and dwell 
there: behold, I have commanded a widow there 
to sustain thee.’’ How he made the journey un- 
discovered we are not told, but we are told why he 
was sent to one poor widow who lived beyond the 
borders of Israel. Where are we told this? Jesus 
tells us why Elijah was sent to the widow of 
Zarephath. Speaking at Nazareth in his own home 
synagogue, he said, ‘‘But of a truth I say unto 
you, There were many widows in Israel in the days 
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of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three 
years and six months, when there came a great 
famine over all the land; and unto none of them 
was Elijah sent, but only to Zarephath, in the land 
of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow.’’ Luke 
4:25, 26. Jesus’ own people had rejected him; 
therefore he would turn to those beyond his own 
nation, just as in the days of Elijah when the peo- 
ple of Israel turned away from God, God revealed 
himself to a poor widow beyond the- bounds of Is- 
rael. This was what Jesus meant, and it was a 
warning to the people of his day that if they re- 
fusec to hear God’s message, God would send the 
message to others who would hear. 


THE WIDOW AND HER SON 
I Kings 17 : 10-12 

We are not told how Elijah recognized the 
widow to whom God had sent him, but when he 
came to the gate of the city, he beheld a poor 
woman gathering sticks, and his heart was some- 
how drawn to her. She was very poor and very 
sad. When the prophet asked her for water, she 
gladly consented to bring him what he asked. He 
had had a long and weary journey, and she was 
kind and generous. As she went for water he bade 
her bring him something to eat also, and then she 
told her tragic story. ‘‘As Jehovah thy God liv- 
eth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in 
the jar, and a little oil in the cruse: and, behold, 
I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and 
dress it for me and my son, that we may eat. it, 
and die.’?’? Her words would sound like words of 
doom to the prophet and he would say: ‘‘Is this 
she to whom God has sent me? How, indeed, can 
she support me when she cannot support herself?’’ 
Thus God tested his faith and, when it was tested, 
it was found to be true. 


THE UNFAILING SUPPLY 
I Kings 17 : 13-16 

Elijah’s faith grew only stronger as difficulties 
increased, and he answered the pathetic story of 
the widow by saying: ‘‘Fear not; go and do as 
thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake 
first, and bring it forth unto me, and afterward 
make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, The jar of meal shall 
not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until 
the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the earth.’’ 
Something in the manner of Elijah won the 
woman’s confidence, and she went and did what 
he had told her to do, and lo, the promise came 
true, and all through the dark days of famine she 
had enough for herself and for her son as well as 
for the man of God who had come so suddenly to 
her relief. Not only did Elijah bring her the 
blessing of food, but he brought her joy and hap- 
piness, for when her son died, he restored him to 
life and won her to faith in Jehovah, the true 
God. The story of this miracle should be read 
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in vs. 17-24. In this wonderful story, God teaches 
us that we get by giving. It was in the mind ot 
the writer of the familiar verses which have been 
set to music and which should be memorized. 


‘*Ts thy eruse of comfort wasting? rise and share 
it with another, 
And through all the years of famine it shall 
serve thee and thy brother. 


‘‘Love divine will fill thy storehouse, or thy hand- 
ful still renew; 
Seanty fare for one will often make a royal 
feast for two. 


‘*For the heart grows rich in giving; all its wealth 
is living grain; 
Seeds, which mildew in the garner, scattered, 
fill with gold the plain. 


‘*Ts thy burden hard and heavy? 
drag wearily? 
Help to bear thy brother’s burden; God will 
bear both it and thee.’’ 


do thy steps 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Name the kings of Israel between Jeroboam 


and Ahab. 
2. Why did God punish Israel with famine? 
3. How long did the famine last? 
4. Where was Elijah’s first hiding place and 


how was he cared for? 

. Why did Elijah go to a heathen woman for 
safety? 

6. What blessings did Elijah bring to her home? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 3. What is the Bible? 

A. The Bible is the Word of God, a collection 
of books, written by men who were guided by God 
to teach us about himself and his will. 

@. 4. How is the Bible divided? 

A. The Bible is divided into two parts: the Old 
Testament containing thirty-nine books and the 
New Testament containing twenty-seven books. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What was Ahab’s character? 

2. What sin had Israel committed? 

3. Why did Elijah hide himself at the brovk 
Cherith? 

4, Why is Elijah called a prophet? 

5. How did Elijah test the faith of the woman 
at Zarephath? 

6. How did God test Elijah’s faith both at 
Cherith and at Zarephath? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 55. What is forbidden in the third ecommand- 
ment? 
A. The third commandment forbiddeth all pro- 
faning or abusing of anything whereby God mak- 
eth Himself known. 
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ELIJAH’S CHALLENGE OF BAAL WORSHIP 
THE GOLDEN TEXT—“This is the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith,”— 


I John 5: 4. 


TEXT OF LESSON, I Kings 18: 20-24, 30, 36-39 
For entire lesson, see I Kings, ch. 18 


COMMON VERSION 


20 So A’hab sent unto all the children of Is’ra-el, 
and gathered the prophets together unto mount 
Car’mel, 

21 And E-li’jah came unto all the people, and 
said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if 
the Lorp be God, follow him: but if Ba’al, then 
follow him. And the people answered him not a 
word. 

22 Then said E-li’jah unto the people, I, even 
I only, remain a prophet of the Lorp; but Ba’al’s 
prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and 
let them choose one bullock for themselves, and 
cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no 
fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and 
lay it on wood, and put no fire under? 

24 And eall ye on the name of your gods, and 
T will call on the name of the Lorp: and the God 
that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all 
the people answered and said, It is well spoken. 

* * * * * 


30 And E-li’jah said unto all the people, Come 
near unto me. And all the people came near unto 
him. And he repaired the altar of the Lorp that 
was broken down. 

* * * * * 


36 And it came to pass at the time of the offer- 
ing of the evening sacrifice, that E-li’jah the 
prophet came near, and said, Lorp God of A’bra- 
ham, I’saac, and of Is’ra-el, let it be known this 
day that thou art God in Is’ra-el, and that I am 
thy servant, and that I have done all these things 
at thy word. 

37 Hear me, O Lorp, hear me, that this people 
may know that thou art the Lorp God, and that 
thou hast turned their heart back again. 

38 Then the fire of the Lorp fell, and consumed 
the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, 
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in 
the trench. 

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on 
their faces: and they said, The Lorp, he is the 
God; the Lorp, he is the God. 


The Time—lIn the reign of Ahab 875-853 B.c. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Is- 
rael, and gathered the prophets together unto 
mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came near unto all 
the people, and said, How long go ye limping be- 
tween the two sides? if Jehovah be God, follow 
him; but if Baal, then follow him. And the people 
answered him not a word. 22 Then said Elijah 
unto the people, I, even I only, am left a prophet 
of Jehovah; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred 
and fifty men. 23 Let them therefore give us two 
bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for 
themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on the 


wood, and put no fire under; and I will dress the 


other bullock, and lay it on the wood, and put no 
fire under. 24 And call ye on the name of your 
god, and I will call on the name of Jehovah: and 
the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. 
And all the people answered and said, It is well 
spoken. 

* * ae * * 


30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come 
near unto me; and all the people came near unto 
him. And he repaired the altar of Jehovah that 
was thrown down. 


* * * * * 


36 And it came to pass at the time of the offer- 
ing of the evening oblation, that Elijah the 
prophet came near, and said, O Jehovah, the God 
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, let it be 
known this day that thou art God in Israel, and 
that I am thy servant, and that I have done all 
these things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O Jehovah, 
hear me, that this people may know that thou, 
Jehovah, art God, and that thou hast turned their 
heart back again. 38 Then the fire of Jehovah 
fell} and consumed the burnt-offering, and the 
wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked 
up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when 
all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and 
they said, Jehovah, he is God; Jehovah, he is 
rod. 


The Place—Mount Carmel. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, January” 9... kas wee a ee Elijah’s: Word Téstedus ve yee eee IT Kings 18: 7-15. 
Tuesday, J anuary10 Go ¢ pee. The - Challenges tia eae eae IT Kings 18: 16-20. 
Wednesday; January’ 1] ..,2.5., -s-2Gsee re The-Defeat 2s ttuiy eae ees oe ee I Kings 18: 21-29. 
Thursday, January: 12. 4. adage ae tee The. Victory: ..22 5542s Seta lee ake ee ee T Kings 18: 30-39. 
Friday, January. 1S: ack .sete eta eee Joshua’s Character . Test. 2) .4sncnbn se ree Josh. 24: 14-21. 
Saturday, Jamwuary. 14....... 2.07 cee Paul's Character: Tests i.0.. nace ss tee ee Eph. 6: 10-20. 


Sunday, January 15:: 2.50.46: woo eae ae The King Hnthroned..scp7 «eee tee en tae Pato: Fae 7-22, 


Lesson III 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


20. Mount Carmel. A range of hills on the coast 
of Palestine, rising at the highest point over sey- 
enteen hundred feet above the sea. 

21. Limping. The Greek version translates ‘‘ go 
lame on both knees.’’ It refers to the people’s 
attempt to serve both Baal and Jehovah. 

22. I, even I only. There were other prophets 
alive of whom Elijah did not know, but they were 
silent at this time. See chs. 18:13; 20:13; 22: 6. 

30. Thrown down. 
There had been an altar 
to Jehovah on Mount 


Carmel, but the wor- 
ship of Baal had led to 
its neglect and over- 
throw. 


40. The brook Kishon. 
The prophets of Baal 
were slain at the foot 
of Mount Carmel, be- 
side the stream Kishon 
that flows into the Med- 
iterranean. 


THE LESSON 
STORY 


The very first thing 
to do is to read the 
whole story about Eli- 
jah’s controversy with 
Ahab, which is told in 
ch. 18 and continues 
through into ch. 19. 
After Elijah had been 
in hiding for’ three 
years and had _ been 
sought for in all the 
surrounding country by 
Ahab, suddenly he ap- 
peared in the king’s 
presence. First he 
showed himself to Oba- 
diah, a loyal believer in 
God. Obadiah was 
overwhelmed by the 
sight of Elijah, and at 
first refused to an- 
nounce his presence to 
the king, fearing that 
the prophet would again disappear and that he 
would be punished. Obadiah, however, was as- 
sured that Elijah had really come to meet the 
king. The meeting between Ahab and Elijah 
was very dramatic. Obadiah had told Elijah that 
every nation had been searched for him, and Ahab 
had not forgotten the words of the prophet which 
heralded the awful drought and famine. When 
Ahab saw Elijah, he exclaimed, ‘‘Is it thou, thou 
troubler of Israel?’’ Ch. 18:17. Elijah, how- 
ever, was not responsible for Israel’s trouble and 
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he bravely answered the king, ‘‘I have not troubled 
Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that 
ye have forsaken the commandments of Jehovah, 
and thou hast followed the Baalim.’’ Ahab knew 
that Elijah spoke the truth, and had nothing .to 
say in reply. The prophet was master of the situ- 
ation, and the famine had humbled Ahab and fear 
held his heart. Elijah demanded that there and 
then a final test be made. He ordered Ahab to 
take to Mount Carmel the four hundred and fifty 
prophets of the god Baal and the four hundred 
prophets of the goddess 
Asherah, and meet him 
there. Elijah intended 
once and for all to 
settle the question of 
the supremacy of Jeho- 
vah. There the fire of 
God revealed the fact 
that Baal was power- 
less, while Jehovah was 
the only living and true 
God. 


ON MOUNT 
CARMEL 


I Kings 18 : 20 


Elijah chose a his- 
toric place for his great 
contest with the false 
prophets. Look on the 
map and you will see 
Mount Carmel jutting 
out into the sea. On 
this mountain were 
placed the standards of 
the crusaders and here, 
too, Napoleon flung out 
his flags to the breeze. 
But of all contests 
this, between the re- 
ligion of Baal and the 
faith of Jehovah, is the 
most important and the 
most memorable. 

We are not told how 
many people gathered 
on that mountain top. 
There must have been 
thousands and_ thou- 
sands, for all the land had been stirred by the 
famine and to see Elijah who had spoken the 
prophetic word to the king was enough to bring 
out multitudes of people from far and near. Eli- 
jah stood alone among the followers of Jehovah. 
The prophets of the god Baal numbered four hun- 
dred and fifty, and the prophets of the goddess 
Asherah four hundred, and among these false 
prophets Ahab the king and Queen Jezebel took 
their places. It was a momentous occasion for the 
people of Israel. 


strovannt 
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THE CHARGE 
I Kings 18: 21 


When all the people had gathered and the false 
prophets had taken their places, Elijah stood forth 
to speak. He was all alone. No one stood with 
him, but he was not afraid, for he was God’s 
servant and God had put power in his hands. Evil 
is always cowardly. Righteousness is always fear- 
less. Perhaps Ahab thought that Elijah would 
announce the end of the famine and the coming of 
rain. But he did no such thing. There was some- 
thing to do first. The people must first be shown 
the folly of worshiping a false god like Baal. 
They must be made to decide between Jehovah 
and Baal onee and for all, and so, standing before 
king and priests and people, he said: ‘‘ How long 
go ye limping between the two sides? if Jehovah 
be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.’’ 
However ‘‘the people answered him not a word.’’ 
Elijah called for decision. They were willing to 
serve both Baal and Jehovah. Elijah told them 
that was impossible. They must make their choice. 
If they wanted Baal, then they should choose 
Baal. He demanded decision. He demanded hon- 
esty and not hypocrisy. It was the same demand 
that Jesus made when he said, ‘‘Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon.’’ God will not take second 
place. He must reign supreme and reign alone. 
When we love pleasure, or wealth, or fame, or sin, 
rather than God, we, too, choose Baal instead of 
Jehovah. 

THE CHALLENGE 


I Kings 18 ; 22-24 


To force the people to a decision, Elijah pro- 
posed a contest. He was alone. He served Jeho- 
vah. Baal and Asherah had eight hundred and 
fifty priests and prophets. Elijah asked for two 
bullocks, one for himself and one for the false 
prophets. The bullocks were to be prepared for 
sacrifice and placed one on the altar of Baal and 
the other on the all but ruined and destroyed altar 
of Jehovah. It would seem that there were upon 
Mount Carmel altars both to Baal and to Jeho- 
vah, but the altar to Jehovah was neglected and 
had to be rebuilt for the sacrifice. When the 
sacrifice was ready, the prophets of Baal were 
to call upon their god to send fire from heaven 
to consume the sacrifice, and Elijah was to eall 
upon Jehovah, ‘‘and the God that answereth by 
fire, let him be God.’’ 

It was a simple but effective challenge. Baal 
was believed to preside over the powers of nature, 
and fire would be but his messenger. Jehovah 
had more than once shown his power by reveal- 
ing his presence in fire. Lev. 9:24; I Chron. 
21:26; II Chron. 7:1. On the Day of Pentecost 
the Holy Spirit came like unto tongues of flame 
and we, remembering that, sing: 


‘*Come as the fire; and purge our hearts, 
Like sacrificial flame: 
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Let our whole soul an offering be 
To our Redeemer’s name.’’ 


THE FAILURE OF BAAL 
I Kings 18 : 25-29 


The people were pleased with Elijah’s chal- 
lenge. They said, ‘‘It is well spoken.’’ V. 24. 
We are not told what the priests and prophets of 
Baal thought or said. They doubtless would have 
avoided the issue, but Elijah’s words were fair 
and the people were eager to look on at such a 
contest. Elijah permitted the prophets of Baal 
to make the first test. They prepared the bullock 
for the sacrifice and then began to pray to their 
god. From morning till noon they eried, ‘‘O 
Baal, hear us.’’ But no answer came. The sacri- 
fice remained unconsumed. No fire came down from 
heaven. It was a wild scene. They leaped and 
danced around the altar, cutting themselves, and 
continued to do so until the hour of evening sacri- 
fice, ‘‘but there was neither voice, nor any to an- 
swer, nor any that regarded.’’ The people looked 
on in amazement and Elijah ridiculed both them 
and their false god. When it was past noon, 
Elijah mocked them saying, ‘‘Cry aloud; for he 
is a god: either he is musing, or he is gone aside, 
or he is on a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth 
and must be awaked.’’ They were poor, ignorant, 
deluded people—false prophets of a false god. We 
feel a sense of pity for them. False religions do 
not satisfy their worshipers. They deceive and — 
betray them. 


THE ANSWER OF JEHOVAH 
I Kings 18 : 30-38 


As tie evening was drawing to a close, it was 
evident that no answer would be received from 
Baai. Then Elijah took his place. He restored 
the broken altar ox Jehovah placing upon it twelve 
stones that represented the twelve tribes of Is- 
rael. When he had made a trench around the altar 
he prepared the bullocks, and had four jars of 
water poured three times upon the sacrifice and 
the altar until the trench overflowed. Elijah would 
convince the people that no pretense existed, that 
there was no deception. If fire came, it would 
come from above and not from beneath. When 
all was ready and the hour of the evening sacrifice 
had come, Elijah drew near to the altar and lifted 
up his voice in a simple and beautiful prayer. 
Study the words of the prayer in vs. 36, 37. No 
sooner had Elijah finished his prayer than fire fell 
from heaven and in a few minutes everything 
about the altar—sacrifice, wood, stones, dust, and 
even the water—was consumed. God had answered 
quickly and completely the prayer of his servant. 
God always answers prayer, but in his wisdom, he 
does not always answer it exactly in accordance 
with the terms of the request. This, however, was 
a supreme crisis in Israel’s history. The truest 
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prayer is the prayer of Jesus, ‘‘ Not my will, but FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


thine, be done.’? 1, What is meant by Baal worship? 
2. How long had the famine lasted? 
MERCY AND JUDGMENT 3. What tost did Elijah propose to the prophets 
I Kings 18: 39, 40 of Baal? 
4. How long did the prophets of Baal pray to 
their god? 
5. What answer did God give to Elijah’s 


It was a dramatic moment when the fire of God 
fell upon the sacrifice. The priests and prophets 
of Baal were silenced. The people were amazed 


‘ © 4 prayer? 
and overwhelmed and cried out: Jehovah, he is 6 What effect had the miracle upon the people 
God; Jehovah, he is God.’’ The false religion of ofeleracts . 


Baal had been struck a deathblow. The people 

were convinced by the miracle that Jehovah was The Intermediate Catechism 

indeed God and that the claims of Baal were false. Q. 5. What does the Bible teach about God? 
So angry were they with the priests and prophets A. The Bible teaches that God is our heavenly 
of this false religion, that, following the command Pather who made all things and rules over all in 
of Elijah, they took them to the foot of the hill wisdom and righteousness and love. 

beside the brook Kishon and slew them there. It 

was a terrible punishment. But we must remem- FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

ber that these prophets were not only false to the Ww : x , 
faith of Jehovah, but they were traitors to their kere ee nen nh One Bia iro aol abayen 
country. They were selling their land to the idola va Tid ethea prophets of Baal welcome Elijah’s 
trous foreigner, and traitors even now are punished 1 


: challenge? 
with death. 3. Why did Elijah pour water on the altar? 


4, Why had the altar of Jehovah to be restored? 
THE GREAT DECISION 5. Shen the prayers of Baat’s prophets with 
We, too, face Elijah’s challenge, ‘‘If Jehovah the prayer of Elijah. 
be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.’? 6. Why were the prophets of Baal put to death? 
Baal is the god of the world. He goes by many 


names. Sometimes he is called mammon, or The Shorter Catechism 

money, or self, or pleasure, or ambition, or fashion, Q. 56. What is the reason annexed to the third 
or fame, or selfishness. What we love and serve, commandment? 

that is the thing we worship. God alone is worthy A. The reason annexed to the third command- 


of our worship. He alone hears prayer. He alone ment is, that however the breakers of this com- 
conquers sin. He alone is able to save. Let us mandment may escape punishment from men, yet 
settle the matter for ourselves. Let us make God the Lord our God will not suffer them to escape his 
our first and only choice. righteous judgment. 


Lesson IV—ELIJAH’S FLIGHT AND RETURN 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“I waited patiently for Jehovah; 
And he inclined unto me, and heard my cry.”—Ps. 40: 1. 


TEXT OF LESSON, I Kings 19: 9-18 


For entire lesson, see I Kings, ch. 19 


COMMON VERSION AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
9 § And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged 9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged 
there; and, behold, the word of the Lorp came there; and, behold, the word of Jehovah came to 
to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, 
here, H-l’jah? Elijah? 10 And he said, I have been very jealous 
10 And he said, T have been very jealous for the for Jehovah, the God of hosts; for the children of 


Lorp God of hosts: for the children of Is’ra-el : : 
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine eae a pron ean pinyecovenand | tirown {dows 


altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword: 
and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my 
to take it away. life, to take it away. 11 And he said, Go forth, 

11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the and stand upon the mount before Jehovah. And, 
mount before the Lorp. And, behold, the Lorp behold, Jehovah passed by, and a great and strong 
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passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the 
mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before rocks before Jehovah; but Jehovah was not in the 
the Lorp; but the Lorp was not in the wind: wind; and after the wind an earthquake ; but Jeho- 


a ay i ‘tho ; but tl d 
aye seen s apearisteticeg © 0 ates aay ht vah was not in the earthquake: 12 and after the 


12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the earthquake a fire; but Jehovah was not in the 
LokD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still fire: and after the fire a still small voice. 13 And 
small voice. it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped 

13 And it was so, when E-li‘jah heard tt, that his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood 
he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, 4) the entrance of the cave. And, behold, there 


d stood in the entering in of the cave. And é : 
HeHOnd FEhere rns ibis ta se him, and said, came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou 


What doest thou here, E-li’jah? here, Elijah? 14 And he said, I haye been very 
14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the jealous for Jehovah, the God of hosts; for the 

Lorp God of hosts: because the children of Is- children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 

ra’el have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets 

thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; with the sword: and I, even I only, am left: and 

and I, even T only, am left; and they seek my ; : 2 : j 

life, to take it away. they seek my life, to take it away. 

15 And the Lorp said unto him, Go, return on 15 And Jehovah said unto him, Go, return on 
thy way to the wilderness of Da-mas’cus: and when — thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when 
thou comest, anoint Haz’a-el to be king over thou comest, thou shalt anoint Hazael to be king 
Syr’l-a: over Syria; 16 and Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt 


Coenen See ncta thae Nit Ta Ta thou anoint to be king over Israel; and Elisha the 
son of Sha’phat of A’ helatioho dati shalt thou son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint 
‘anoint to be prophet in thy room. to be prophet in thy room. 17 And it shall come 

17 And it shall come to pass, that him that to pass, that him that escapeth from the sword of 
escapeth the sword of Haz’a-el shall Je’hu slay > Hazael shall Jehu slay; and him that escapeth 
Se uae from the sword of Jehu trom the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. 18 Yet 
: 18 Yet I Hahn left ane. veeven thousand Mines: will I leave me seven thousand in Israel, all the 
ra-el, all the knees which have not bowed unto knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every 
Ba’al, and every mouth which hath not kissed him. mouth which hath not kissed him. 


The Time—In the reign of Ahab, 875-853 B.C. The Place—Mount Horeb. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, January v1 62) "Ni, hee sepa oe The Prophet: Triumphant... 2. 059. Frees IT Kings 18: 41-46. 
Tuesday, J ANUATY <2 7 a cam scteas ede ls ee pienens The Prophet. Despondents.).... . 2.4.7 40 ea: I Kings 19: 1-8. 
Wednesday, January 18 i2:500 ts jane dee The Prophet Encouraged.............++-. I Kings 19: 9-18. 
Thursday, Januarye 19 2) tescaw ete. aes Discouraged in Service..........--.++++-- Num. 11: 10-15. 
Friday,:J:anuary, 20.00 der Seo oe ote See Unappreciated Service...............+++-- Ezek. 2: 3-7. 
Saturday, January. 2] 5. voice hen maate er Security in Seryice.........-..-see cence Acts 18: 1-11. 
Sunday,’ January” 22. .5.ches ea re ei eee es Our Inspiration and Our Help............. Pg. 42: 6-11. 
DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 16. Jehu. Jehu was anointed king by a prophet 


: abo sent by Elijah’s successor, Elisha. He destroyed 
Tn lout gr ob Oe eer a the house of Ahab and. the priests of Baal, 
II Kings, ch. 9. Elisha. Elijah’s successor, whose 
call to that office is told in the verses following 
this lesson. I Kings 19: 19-21. 


9. Unto a cave. 
place where Moses saw the glory of God and re- 
ceived the revelation of the Law. 

11. Jehovah passed by. All the experiences of 
Elijah on the mount were revelations of God to 


him, 

12. A still small voice. See margin. ‘‘A sound BETWEEN THE LESSONS 
of gentle stillness.’? See Job 4:16. God re- If you go back to the story of our last lesson 
vealed himself best of all in the quiet calm after you will remember that after the great victory over 
the storm. the false religion of Baal on Mount Carmel, Elijah 


15. Hazael. A wicked, treacherous king of slew all the prophets of Baal at the brook Kishon. 
Syria. See Il Kings 8:7-15, He bitterly op- Elijah thought that by so doing he would destroy 
pressed Israel. See II Kings 10:32; 12:17, 18; the worship of Baal, but in this he was mistaken. 
13 : 4-7. There was one person who was neither convinced 
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Lesson IV 


nor converted by the miracle of the sacrificial fire, 
and that was Queen Jezebel. 

Before leaving the mountain, Elijah prayed that 
rain might come and the famine end. While he 
continued to pray with his face between his knees, 
his servant went six times to the top of the moun- 
tain to see if there was any sign of rain. There 
was no sign. When he went the seventh time he 
returned saying, ‘‘Behold, there ariseth a cloud 
out of the sea, as small as a man’s hand.’’ Then 
Elijah knew that it was the sign of the coming 
rainstorm and he sent word to Ahab the king, 
‘*Make ready thy chariot, and get thee down, that 
the rain stop thee not.’’ In a little while the 
heavens were black and the rain fell in torrents 
and, wrapping his mantle around him, Elijah, with 
supernatural strength, ran on ahead of the king’s 
chariot to Jezreel, the capital city. Where Elijah 
went or how long he stayed in Jezreel we are not 
told, but little time elapsed before the anger of 
Jezebel reached him. When the queen, who was a 
worshiper of Baal, heard what had happened to 
her priests, she sent this message to Elijah: ‘‘So 
let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not 
thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow 
about this time.’’ She was cruel and strong, and 
her message terrified Elijah and he fied in haste 
from the city. 


ELIJAH’S SUDDEN FLIGHT 
I Kings 19: 1-8 


(These verses are not printed, but they connect 
this lesson with the preceding lesson.) 

Fear smote Elijah’s heart. The story says that 
“*he arose, and went for his life,’’ and rested not 
till he was beyond Israel, at Beer-sheba in the 
land of Judah beyond the reach of Jezebel. Read 
the story in I Kings 19: 1-8. Why should Elijah 
have feared Jezebel when he was so fearless be- 
fore Ahab and the people and priests of Baal? 
On Mount Carmel he stood alone, a hero, and now 
he was fleeing from the threat of a woman! Why 
did he not defy her in the name of God? We 
must remember that Elijah was human. He had 
been under a great strain. He was tired and 
weary and ready to collapse. Men like Elijah are 
apt to have reactions. He was like Peter who one 
hour drew his sword to defend Jesus and the next 
_hour betrayed and deserted him. Elijah needed 
rest, and we shall see how God ministered to his 
need. 

If you look on the map you will see that Beer- 
sheba lies to the south of Judah, on the very edge 
of civilization. It was the extreme end of Judah. 
It was common to speak of ‘‘from Dan to Beer- 
sheba’’ as marking the limits of the land. Elijah, 
leaving his servant, went on, a day’s journey into 
the wilderness, in order to be alone with God. He 
needed God. Under a juniper tree, a shrub that 
grew about ten or twelve feet high, Elijah sat 
down, sad of heart. 
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work? Was Baal worship after all to continue? 
Was Jezebel stronger than God? He was discour- 
aged and was ready to give up his work in de- 
spair. He asked God that he might die. It was a 
strange prayer. ‘‘It is enough; now, O Jehovah, 
take away my life; for I am not better than my 
fathers.’’? No answer came. God waited. A mother 
does not try to reason with a fretful, peevish 
child. She puts him to sleep. So Elijah slept, 
perhaps for hours. Then an angel touched him 
and said, ‘‘ Arise and eat,’’ and beside him he saw 
‘*a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water.’’ 
After he had eaten, again he slept and again he 
was told to eat. He had been hungry and weary 
and God had given him both food and rest. How 
wise and kind God is! Elijah’s strength was re- 
vived and he went a distance of about one hundred 
and eighty miles to Mount Horeb, or Sinai, where 
God had met with Moses and where he hoped God 
would meet and speak with him. 


GOD QUESTIONS ELIJAH 
i-Kings’ 19: 9; 10 


Elijah reached some wild spot on Mount Horeb, 
and took up his abode in a cave. He would think 
much about Moses and the giving of the Law. 
This same Mount Horeb, known better by the 
name ‘‘Sinai,’’ was the scene of Israel’s greatest 
revelation of God. Elijah would wonder in his 
own heart, and would also ask God, if Baal wor- 
ship was to supplant the worship of the true God, 
made known through Moses. While he thought 
and prayed, God spoke to him and said, ‘‘ What 
doest thou here, Elijah?’’ Perhaps it was the 
question he had been asking himself. He was 
needed back in Israel where he had overthrown 
Baal worship. Why had he fled? Was he afraid 
of Jezebel? Was he weary of serving God? Why 
had he traveled all the way to Sinai and left Israel 
without his help at the very hour when help was 
needed? His answer to God’s question was 
peevish. Elijah felt hurt. He was egotistic; that 
is, he thought that he was the. only one who cared 
about God and the true religion, so he said, ‘‘I 
have been very jealous for Jehovah, the God of 
hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy 
covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy 
prophets with the sword: and I, even I only, am 
left; and they seek my life, to take it away.’’ His 
answer contained both fear and selfishness and 
was unlike Elijah at his best. But all great men 
have had times of discouragement. John the Bap- 
tist in prison sent a message to Jesus, saying, ‘‘ Art 
thou he that cometh, or look we for another?’’ Jesus 
was kind to John even as God was kind to Elijah. 


~The psalmist speaks of the same experience. 


Was this the end of all his . 
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‘Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 
And why art thou disquieted within me? 
Hope thou in God; for I shall yet praise him 
For the help of his countenance, ’’ 


Lesson IV 


GOD ANSWERS ELIJAH 
I Kings 19 : 11-13 

Read the story of God’s revelation to Elijah and 
then read the story of God’s revelation to Moses 
which took place on this same mountain, found in 
Ex, 33: 17-23. Elijah waited in the cave while 
there came a wind, and then an earthquake, and 
then a fire, and last a ‘‘still small voice.’’ Elijah 
was not moved by the wind or the earthquake 
or the fire, but when God spoke in ‘‘a voice of 
gentle stillness,’’ Elijah knew and understood, and, 
wrapping his face in his mantle so that he might 
not see God lest he die, he stood at the entrance 
of the cave and worshiped. 

In this wonderful revelation, one of the most 
wonderful in the Bible, God taught Elijah one of 
the greatest lessons any man ean learn. Elijah 
was a man Of the storm, the earthquake, the fire. 
He was a reformer. He had sought to overthrow 
a false religion by force. He had slain with the 
sword those who had opposed him and it had all 
been done righteously, in a righteous cause. But 
Elijah knew that he had not succeeded. His dis- 
couragement came not only because of his own 
weariness but because he saw Jezebel and the peo- 
ple returning again to Baal. God showed Elijah 
that he was not merely the God of the fire and the 
storm and the earthquake, but also the God of the 
‘still small voice.’’ There is a better way than 
force. Love is that better way. We overcome 
evil with good. Elijah had tried force and famine 
and fear, and had left Jezebel still defiant and 
the people ready to turn again to Baal. The ‘‘still 
small voice’’ is the better way. It is the way of 
Jesus. Calvary is better than Sinai. 

When Jesus began his ministry he announced his 
purpose. He did not come as John the Baptist 
came, whose symbol was fire and an ax, but he came 
as the messenger of God, filled with the spirit of 
love. 


‘*He shall not strive, nor ery aloud; 
Neither shall any one hear his voice in the streets. 
A bruised reed shall he not break, 
And smoking flax shall he not quench, 
Till he send forth judgment unto victory. 
And in his name shall the Gentiles hope.’’ 


It is a lesson we, too, should learn. God’s best 
work is done quietly. Let this then be our prayer: 


‘‘Breathe through the heats of our desire 
Thy coolness and thy balm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire ; 
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm.’’ 


GOD COMMISSIONS ELIJAH 
I Kings 19 : 14-18 


When Elijah had been humbled, God spoke to 
him a second time saying, ‘‘ What doest thou here, 
Elijah?’’ and again Elijah answered in the same 
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words. We can imagine however, that the ions 
of voice in which he said these same words was 
very different. He was not vain now, but humble. 
He was so humble that he was ready to despair 
of himself. He felt that he was alone, that his 

work was done, and that it would be better for 
him to die. After the victory on Mount Carmel, 
Elijah felt that truth had triumphed, but in a few 
days there had been a reaction. ‘‘The facile 
crowd has returned to its impure rites again, not 
one voice daring to raise itself on the Lord’s side 
—the kingdom which seemed the Lord’s not merely 
thrown back, but hopelessly Baal’s; and all his 
[| Elijah’s | efforts lost. And so his mind falls sud- 
denly from the pinnacle of triumph and jubilation 
to the low, dismal swamp of dejection and fear.’’ 

But God had work for Elijah to do. God had 
treated Elijah as if he had been sick. He had 
given him rest and food, and now he ealled him 
to work. Work is God’s eure for doubt and dis- 
couragement. Elijah was told that there were 
tasks awaiting him, and so God commissioned him 
to anoint Hazael over Syria and Jehu over Israel 
and that he was to commission Elisha as his suc- 
cessor. Elijah did not do all that he was here 
told to do, but in time, through his successor, it 
was accomplished. Elijah had complained that he 
only was left among the prophets, and now God 
showed him that Elisha was ready to stand at his 
side and to take nis place when his work was done, 
and, instead of being the only loyal person left, 
God had seven thousand who had remained abso- 
lutely true to the true religion of Israel. We are 
not told how Elijah felt after God had ministered 
to him on Mount Horeb, but doubtless he had 
taken new courage and was ready to go back and 
fight the good fight of faith. Some one has said, 
‘* Distrust of self and confidence in God are the 
two mystic wings of the soul by which we rise to 
nobler living.’’ Elijah was taught to distrust 
himself and to trust in the Lord forever. ‘‘ They 
that wait for Jehovah shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and 
not faint.’’ 


WHAT THE LESSON TEACHES 

Temptation often follows victory. After Car- 
mel came the wilderness. After the baptism at 
the Jordan, Jesus was led up to be tempted of 
the Devil. 

God deals with his discouraged servants in a 
beautiful and natural way. He gave Elijah rest 
and food and, after worship and prayer, sent him 
back to work. 

God’s work is best done quietly. Noise and 
tumult are not so powerful as silence and a quiet 
heart. In the power house, silence reigns. God’s 
power, like nature, works quietly. 

‘*God buries his workers but carries on his 
work.’’ God had Elisha ready when Elijah must 
lay down his work. 


Lesson V 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What effect had the Carmel victory on Ahab 
and Jezebel? 

2. Why did Elijah flee from Jezebel? 

3. What led to Elijah’s discouragement? 

4, How did God answer Elijah’s request that 
he might die? 

5. Why is God best revealed in the ‘‘still small 
voice’’? 

6. What work did God give Elijah? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 6. Is there more than one God? 

A. There is only one God, the living and true 
God; yet in three persons, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 
1, Was Elijah right in fleeing from Israel? 
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2. What led Elijah to the point of despair? 

3. Was God angry with him? 

4, Why did Elijah go to Mount Horeb? 

5. What did the revelation of ‘‘the still small 
voice’’ mean? 

6. How did God show his confidence in Hlijah? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 57. Which is the fourth commandment? 

A. The fourth commandment is, Remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep tt holy. Sia days shalt thou 
labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thow shalt 
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daugh- 
ter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy 
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 
for in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day, and hallowed itt. 


Lesson V—ELIJAH IN NABOTH’S VINEYARD 
THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Be sure your sin will find you out.”—Num. 32: 23. 


TEXT OF LESSON, I Kings 21: 7-10, 16-20 
For entire lesson, see I Kings, ch. 21 


COMMON VERSION 


7 And Jez’e-bel his wife said unto him, Dost 
thou now govern the kingdom of Is’ra-el? arise, 
and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will 
give thee the vineyard of Na’both the Jez’re-el-ite. 

8 So she wrote letters in A’hab’s name, and 
sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto 
the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, 
dwelling with Na’both. 

9 And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim 
a fast, and set Na’both on high among the people: 

10 And set two men, sons of Be’li-al, before 
him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou 
didst blaspheme God and the king. And then 
carry him out, and stone him, that he may Gie. 


16 And it came to pass, when A’hab heard that 
Na’both was dead, that A’hab rose up to go down 
to the vineyard of Na’both the Jez’re-el-ite, to 
take possession of it. 

17 § And the word of the Lorp came to E-li’jah 
the Tish’bite, saying, 

18 Arise, go down to meet A’hab king of Ts’- 
ra-el, which ts in Sa-ma’ri-a: behold, he is in the 
vineyard of Na’both, whither he is gone down to 
possess it. 

19 And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus 
saith the Lorp, Hast thou killed, and also taken 
possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, say- 
ing, Thus saith the Lorp, In the place where dogs 
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7 And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou 
now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat 
bread, and let thy heart be merry: I will give thee 
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 8 So she 
wrote letters in Ahab’s name, and sealed them 
with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders 
and to the nobles that were in his city, and that 
dwelt with Naboth. 9 And she wrote in the let- 
ters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on 
high among the people: 10 and set two men, 
base fellows, before him, and let them bear wit- 
ness against him, saying, Thou didst curse God 
and the king. And then carry him out, and stone 
him to death. 


* * * » * 


16 And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that 
Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down 
to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take 
possession of it. 


17 And the word of Jehovah came to Elijah the 
Tishbite, saying, 18 Arise, go down to meet Ahab 
king of Israel, who dwelleth in Samaria: behold, 
he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is 
gone down to take possession of it. 19 And thou 
shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith Jeho- 
vah, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? 
And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus 
saith Jehovah, In the place where dogs licked the 
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licked the blood of Na’both shall dogs lick thy blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even 


hlood, even thine. thine. 20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou 


A pet A‘hab a eae caps eeaa yt a found me, O mine enemy? And he answered, If 
me mine enemy? And he ans 
found thee: porhine thou hast sold thyself to work have found thee, because thou hast sold thyself to 


evil in the sight of the LORD. do that which is evil in the sight of Jehovah. 
The Place—Jezreel. The Time—In the reign of Ahab, 875-853 B.C. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, (J anuarys23: ode > ae Sek ees Covetousness Brings Murder............. I Kings 21: 5-14. 
eres a) ADUATY » LAs chlsweuiany «tuples Mieaeere eeeet Covetousness Brings Judgment........... I Kings 21: 17-26. 
Wednesday, January 20. cn ny oe eats Govetousness }Described cso Gee dna Amos &: 4-10. 
Thursday, “J anlary 920+ cp os oo eee An Example of Covetousness............. Josh. 7: 16-22. 
Priday,’d anuary 272.206 %, 3. een ee ee ir a Covetousness Punished: ...:...5<.2..--5 II Kings 5: 20-27 
Saturday, slanuary/ 28.0.2. spate ee Covetousness Renounced ...............-.-- TeTim. 6:41-): 
Sunday,..J arary: 2930...) eae ee oe a The: Joy of /Deliverante 2 soe aes ate Psalm 43. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES The Lie ie saath TORE and a ets 

; é posed to pay for it whatever was asked. u 

j tks ees eseton he Rapes Nebo ee at Naboth did not wish to sell. He had reasons for 
bay pedelatin 5 fasts yes ebal eaTea for humili- not selling. It had been his father’s home and 


: had been in the family for generations, and ac- 
ation before God because of the anger of God ; ; ’ ; 
resting upon the country on account of the crime a ie tel Pe eee pane tee ta 

Fe 12° ; “ ° . : . , ° . es ; 
of Naboth. This, was or false charge. fused to part with the land, and knowing that he 
b ee ee Deut 17:6: Matt. 26 - 60 dared not override the law of the land and the 

"18. Saniaria! Ahab had two residences. One rene aaa ana eee rae Aan. ES ct 

was at Samaria, and the other was at Jezreel. posi bed oe fae 4 ee Ge nae pepe 4 Pi 


oe stands one thousand feet higher than How unlike a king! It only shows that = ete: 
sss ous heart is never satisfied. Because he had much, 
BETWEEN THE LESSONS he wanted more. He was unhappy because while 
It is not possible to follow in order of time the he had much, he could not have all. Jesus said, 
events of Elijah’s life. His appointment of Elisha ‘‘Take heed, and keep yourselves from all covetous- 
as his suecessor did not mean that he himself ness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the 
would cease to speak and work for the nation and abundance of the things which he possesseth.’’ 
for God. 
Between the lesson of last week and this lesson THE WICKED JEZEBEL 
there is a very interesting story. It is thrillingly eae ys: 
interesting and every pupil should read it. Ben- fees DS: at 
hadad, the king of Syria, with thirty-two other Whether Ahab acted as he did in order to at- 
kings, besieged Samaria and fought against Ahab. tract the sympathy of Jezebel, or whether he was 
Twice he attempted to defeat Israel and twice he in reality overcome by being thwarted in his plans, 
failed, and the second time he not only failed, but does not appear, but the outcome of his conduct 
was himself captured. Ahab treated Ben-hadad was that Jezebel rebuked him for his weakness. 
with great mercy, and for this he was condemned She said, ‘‘Dost thou now govern the kingdom of 
by an unnamed prophet. The whole story is in- Israel?’’ By this she meant that if Ahab were 
teresting and gives us the character of Ahab in a_ indeed king, he ought to show his authority and 
new light. It shows us that even a bad man may not allow an ordinary man, one of his subjects, to 


have many likable things about him. stand in his way. She encouraged him, saying, 
‘¢ Arise, and eat bread, and let thy heart be merry: 

THE VINEYARD OF NABOTH T will give thee the vineyard.’’ She did not tell 

T Kings 2) ote Ahab how she would obtain it, neither did Ahab 


ask, but, knowing her character, he must have 

We know very little about Naboth. He lived known that she would let nothing stand in her 
in Jezreel where Ahab had one of his palaces. way. In so consenting to let her do as she pleased, 
He was doubtless a man of distinction and owned Ahab became a partner in her crime, for what 
a vineyard which he had inherited from his fathers. we do through some one else, we ourselves do. 
This vineyard was near the palace, and the king Jezebel was stronger than Ahab. She was cruel, 
wanted to buy it because it joined his own land. bold, fearless in doing evil. She was like Lady 
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ae 


Macbeth in Shakspere, who, when Macbeth sug- 
gested that they might fail in their bad enter- 
prise, said, ‘‘ But screw your courage to the stick- 
ing place, and we’ll not fail.’’ 


JEZEBEL’S WICKED PLOT 
I Kings 21: 8-15 


The plot by which Jezebel planned to obtain 
the vineyard was both brutal and shameless, She 


wrote letters to which she herself signed the king’s 
That was wrong. That 


name, using his royal seal. 
is what is called forgery 
and to-day men go to 


the penitentiary for 
that crime. She _ sent 
these letters to the 


elders and the nobles of 
Jezreel and bade them 
do what she said. That 
was wrong. Because 
they feared Jezebel, 
she knew that they 
would not dare disobey 
her. She used her 
power for an evil pur- 
pose. She asked the 
nobles to bring a charge 
against Naboth. She 
told them to say that 
Naboth had cursed God 
and the king, That was 
wrong. Naboth had 
done no such thing. She 
of course knew this, and 
commanded the nobles 
to secure two worthless 
men as witnesses who 
would swear to a lic. 
You will remember that 
false witnesses testified 
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killed. The law gave the property of an executed 
criminal to the king, and so the vineyard of Na- 
both became Ahab’s. It was all so simply done 
that Jezebel probably smiled at her own cleverness. 
Count up her crimes. She had been guilty of 
forgery, of perjury, of hypocrisy, of treachery, and 
of murder. 
AHAB AND ELIJAH 
I Kings 21 : 16-20 


We «despise Jezebel for her wickedness and we 
despise Ahab for his weakness. He did not de- 
nounce the crime that 
gave him possession of 
the vineyard. He doubt- 
less knew what had been 
done, but he made no 
protest, and when all 
was over he went forth 
to take possession of the 
murdered man’s prop- 
erty. His conscience 
was not quite at ease, 
however, aS appears 
later in the story. The 
scene of the meeting of 
Ahab and Elijah is very 


dramatic. It reminds 
us of [Elijah’s second 
appearance to Ahab. 


I Kings 18: 17. Elijah 
appeared before Ahab 
just when he set foot 
in the vineyard of Na- 
both. Doubtless the 
story had been given 
wide publicity, and the 
people would be aroused 
and angry. When Ahab 
saw Elijah, all his sin 
rose up before him and 


against Jesus. This, of he said, ‘‘Hast thou 
course, was wrong. This found me, O- mine 
is what is called to-day enemy?’’. and Elijah 
perjury, and is pun-. answered, ‘‘I have 
ished with imprison- found thee.’’ Elijah 
ment. Then she com- Used by permission of Thomas N..Json & Sons had proved to Ahab in 


manded the nobles to 
proclaim a fast. This 
meant that some great 
evil had been done and the name of God had been 
dishonored. This was hypocrisy on the part of 
Jezebel, for she was using religion as a cloak for 
her sin and her awful crime. The crowning crime 
of Jezebel was that when this false testimony was 
given, Naboth was to be carried out of the city and 
stoned to death. Jezebel had everything planned 
according to the Jewish Law. Blasphemy was 
punished with stoning. Two witnesses were re- 
quired and the death penalty was to be inflicted 
outside of the city. It was all done as she directed, 
and Naboth, innocent and apparently silent, was 


ELIJAH AND AHAB 
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his first conflict with 
him that Jehovah was 
the God of power and 
now he was to assert ana proclaim him as the God 
of righteousness. This was Elijah’s great mission. 
God would by no means clear the guilty. God 
is righteous in all his ways. Sin always and every- 
where brings forth death. Elijah was Ahab’s 
enemy because of Ahab’s sin. In the presence of 
goodness and purity, sin is ill at ease. In the 
presence of Jesus, Judas was always face to face 
with his sin. Conscience acts the part of Elijah 
for us. Conscience brings us face to face with our 
sin, and we can find peace only by confession. Here 
are some great sentences about conscience. 


Lesson V 


‘¢Conscience is a thousand swords. ’’ 

‘<Conscience is the chamber of justice.’’ 

‘‘The torture of a bad conscience is the hell of a 
living soul.’’ 

‘¢The most exacting jailer is our own conscience.’’ 

‘<Conscience warns us as a friend before it pun- 
ishes us as a judge.’’ 

‘¢A guilty conscience is like a whirlpool.’’ 


The words of the golden text are as true for us as 
for Ahab, ‘‘Be sure your sin will find you out.’’ 

Elijah not only brought Ahab face to face with 
his sin, but he also brought him face to face with 
his punishment. The awful doom of Ahab and 
Jezebel is pointed out in terrible words. ‘‘ Thus 
saith Jehovah, In the place where dogs licked tho 
blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even 
thine.’’ Later in the story Elijah says: ‘‘And 
of Jezebel also spake Jehovah, saying, The dogs 
shall eat Jezebel by the rampart of Jezreel. Him 
that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat; 
and him that dieth in the field shall the birds of 
the heavens eat.’’? These words of judgment sank 
like lead into the heart of Ahab and he ‘‘rent 
his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and 
fasted, and lay in sackeloth, and went softly.’’ 
Because of his repentance God delayed the punish- 
ment. Repentance always and everywhere brings 
forgiveness, but even when sin is forgiven it still 
brings forth suffering and harm. Ahab was not 
without his good qualities but he was weak and 
permitted himself to be led into evil by Jezebel 
who had no such restraining conscience. 

For the tragedy that befell the house of Ahab 
some years after this prophecy of Elijah, read the 
end of Ahab as told in I Kings 22: 37, 38. ‘‘So 
the king died, and was brought to Samaria; and 
they buried the king in Samaria. And they washed 
the chariot by the pool of Samaria; and the dogs 
licked up his blood.’’ The end of Jezebel is told 
in II Kings 9 : 30-37, where the story of her awful 
death is told. The end of the house of Ahab is 
told in IT Kings 9 : 24-26 where Jehoram, the son, 
was killed and buried in the very vineyard of 
Naboth. It is a terrible record and shows what 
a dreadful thing sin is. The words of the Bible 
are true words. ‘‘Be sure your sin will find you 
out.’’ ‘‘The wages of sin is death.’’ ‘‘ Whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.’’ 


THE CHARACTER OF AHAB 

His GREATNESS. Ahab was a strong, and from 
the world’s point of view, a suecessful ruler. 
‘“Few were greater, more successful, grander than 
he. He came to a distracted kingdom surrounded 
by enemies, and he left it in a state of consider- 
able prosperity. He added city to city, country 
to country. He defeated again and again the great 
enemies who advanced against him. And in his 
national life he was magnificent. Here he built 
a temple, and there a lordly palace. His ivory 
palace was one of the wonders of the world, And 
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so, according to the judgment of men, he was a 
great man, a wise king, a hero to be had in re- 
membrance.’’ 

His WEAKNESS. A man’s real success is tested 
not by his palaces but by his moral character, and 
so judged, Ahab was a failure. For over twenty 
years God through his prophet spoke to him and 
yet he lived in open rebellion against God ali that 
time. His marriage was a failure. His family 
was a failure. His life was a failure, and the 
judgment of Scripture is, ‘‘ There was none like 
unto Ahab, who did sell himself to do that which 
was evil.’’ 


THE CHARACTER OF GOD 

The important lesson to learn from the study of 
Ahab, Jezebel, and Elijah is that God is both 
righteous and merciful. He is a righteous God. 
He will in no wise clear the guilty. ‘‘ Sorrow track- 
eth wrong, as echo follows song, on, on, on.’’ On 
the other hand, we are taught that God is merci- 
ful. God was considerate of Ahab when he turned 
his heart away from evil. God’s message is al- 
ways a message of mercy to those who are peni- 
tent. We must always remember that Jesus came 
not to destroy men’s lives but to save them. He 
came to tell us that God will abundantly pardon. - 
Learn these two verses so that you will never for- 
get them: 


‘*Was there ever kindest shepherd 
Half so gentle, half so sweet 
As the Saviour who would have us 
Come and gather round his feet? 
It is God; his love looks mighty, 
But is mightier than it seems: 
*Tis our Father; and his fondness 
Goes far out beyond our dreams. 


‘*There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 

Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in his justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is welcome for the sinner, 
And more graces for the good; 

There is mercy with the Saviour, 
There is healing in his blood.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 
. Who was Ben-hadad? I Kings, ch. 20. 
. Was Ahab’s request to Naboth wrong? 
. Why did Naboth refuse Ahab’s offer? 
. What sins did Jezebel commit in her dealings 
with Naboth? 
5. Why was Ahab punished for Jezebel’s acts? 
6. Why did Ahab call Elijah his enemy? 


He CO DO bt 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 7. What does the Bible teach about Gods 
will for us? 
A, The Bible teaches that it is God’s will for us 
tuat we love him with all our heart, soul, strength, 
and mind; and that we love others as ourselves. 
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FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


Why did Ahab want Naboth’s vineyard? 

. Why did Naboth object to parting with it? 
What charges can you bring against Jezebel? 
. What truths about God did Elijah teach 
b? 

5. What punishment befell Ahab and Jezebel? 


OS bo 


A 
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The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 58. What is required in the fourth command- 
ment? 

A. The fourth commandment requireth the keep- 
ing holy to God such set times as he hath ap- 
pointed in his Word; expressly one whole day in 
seven, to be a holy Sabbath to himself. 


Lesson VI—ELIJAH TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN 
THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of 


TEXT OF LESSON, II Kings 2: 5-11 
For entire lesson, see II Kings 2: 1-18 


life.’—Rev. 2: 10. 


COMMON VERSION 


5 And the sons of the prophets that were at 
Jer’i-cho came to E-li’sha, and said unto him, 
Knowest thou that the Lorp will take away thy 
master from thy head to day? And he answered, 
Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 

6 And E-li’jah said unto him, Tarry, I pray 
thee, here; for the Lorp hath sent me to Jor’dan. 
And he said, As the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went 
on. 

7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, 
and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by 
Jor’dan. 


8 And E-li’jah took his mantle, and wrapped it 
together, and smote the waters, and they were di- 
vided hither and thither, so that they two went 
over on dry ground. 


9 | And it came to pass, when they were gone 
over, that E-li’jah said unto E-li’sha, Ask what i 
shall do for thee, before I be taken away from 
thee. And E-li’sha said, I pray thee, let a double 
portion of thy spirit be upon me. 

10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: 
nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from 
thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall 
not be so. 


11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, 
and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot 
of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both 
asunder; and H-li’jah went up by a whirlwind into 
heaven. 


The Time—About 852 B.c. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

5 And the sons of the prophets that were at 
Jericho came near to Elisha, and said unto him, 
KIXnowest thou that Jehovah will take away thy 
master from thy head to-day? And he answered, 
Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 6 And Elijah 
said unto him, Tarry here, I pray thee; for Jeho- 
vah hath sent me to the Jordan. And he said, As 
Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. And they two went on. 7 And fifty 
men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood 
over against them afar off: and they two stood 
by the Jordan, 8 And Elijah took his mantle, and 
wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and 
they were divided hither and thither, so that they 
two went over on dry ground. 9 And it came to 
pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said 
unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before 
I am taken from thee. And Elisha said, I pray 
thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 
10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: 
nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from 
thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall 
not be so. 11 And it came to pass, as they still 
went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared 
a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, which parted 
them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirl- 
wind into heaven. 


The Place—The Jordan Valley. 
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DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Oni ayer ATU YOU ser re a ache c Aes aloha Tae Elijah. Laken to Heavyenias te. s.6 ee. oe TI Kings 2: 1-11. 
Birsatayit) ANUaTV olin eeu sockeye ce ates. The Eruitless= Search fee eg) cee ls akin II Kings 2: 12-18. 
AV ednesday s. Vebruary<lo..4 axed. ass gees ss enochs Taken to. aavencs Si oe Gen. 5: 21-24. 
MENU AY ae OUUAl y= fcr. erteuie wits Fade? orn Ss: holes Moises*bakencto stleavens..u. a+ caitian eens Deut. 34: 1-8. 
eral Ve OUT T ae hte, toa Serta a. ot havi yanaionya Lions satan. 2 ote ane ene oe Mark 9: 2-8. 
BALUTOAY oLCUrUar ye. . soe eters Oa es a ese Pauls Hopercitreavencc 6 0 els cee TieTim: 42" 1-8: 


Bndavent COUruary Osa te. wees ees Our Assurance of Heavenv..\. on. Gean ote I Thess. 4: 13-18. 
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DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


5. The sons of the prophets. See also I Kings 
20:35. Groups ef young men organized and 
trained by the prophets to serve as their helpers 
and to be their successors. 

7. Fifty men. These were witnesses of the di- 
viding of the water both by Elijah and Elisha. 
This act confirmed Elisha as Elijah’s successor. 
See v. 10. 

9. A double portion. See Deut. 21:17. The 
first-born received twice as much as the other sons 
received. Elisha asks that he may be worthy to 
sueceed Elijah. 

11. A chariot of fire. 
Srhoe 8.200 cals 
in terms of earthly warfare. 
army. 


See II Kings 6 : 17; Hab. 
God’s greatness is spoken of 
His is a heavenly 


BETWEEN THE LESSONS 


Elijah Taken Up Into Heaven 


For several years after Elijah’s appearance to . 


Ahab in Naboth’s vineyard, we hear nothing about 
Elijah. Why is this? We can understand it best 
by remembering that the Bible tells us ‘only of the 
crises in Elijah’s life, the times when he came 
into conflict with the king or with some great 
religious or political movement. Between these 
great events he is busy with quieter work. We 
hear more and more of ‘‘the schools of the proph- 
ets.’? These schools have been likened to theo- 
logical seminaries where young men are trained 
for the ministry. We hear of these schools of 
the prophets in the time of Samuel, and doubtless 
Samuel, Elijah, and Elisha were all interested in 
training young men for the office of the prophet, 
and much of Elijah’s time would be spent in this 
important work. 

Ahab was succeeded by his son Ahaziah, who 
died after a short reign of two years. He met 
with an accident, having fallen from the upper 
chamber of his house. Instead of asking through 
Elijah whether or not he would recover, he sent 
a message to a heathen god, Baal-zebub at Ekron. 
The story of how Elijah met the messengers. and 
sent them back to the king, should be read, in 
the first chapter of II Kings. Elijah said, ‘‘Is it 
because there is no God in Israel, that thou send- 
est to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 
therefore thou shalt not come down from the bed 
whither thou art gone up, but shalt. surely die.’’ 
Elijah was still fighting idolatry and was still 
loyal to the Lord God of Israel. Read the entire 
story and see how God taught Ahaziah as he had 
taught Ahab, that he was still God almighty. He 
was still the God who answered by fire. This was 
Elijah’s last recorded public service. 


ELIJAH AND ELISHA 
The story of Elisha’s call is told in I Kings 
19 : 19-21. This story should be earefully read. 
We are not told in so many words how elose be- 
came the friendship of Elisha and Elijah, but it 
is easy to see that Elisha was like a son to the 
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prophet. Among all the sons of the prophets, 
Elisha was the dearest, and he became to the aged 
prophet what Timothy later was to the Apostle 
Paul. Elijah must have spent much time in teach- 
ing Elisha and in pointing out the way in which 
he should go, and the one desire of Elisha’s heart 
must have been that he might be worthy to carry 
on the work of his master, Elisha was very unlike 
Elijah. Elijah was a man of the desert, a hermit, 
belonging to the wild places around Jordan, while 
Elisha was a quiet man, accessible to all. God 
does not always choose the same type of men for 
his work. He used John the Baptist and John 
the apostle. He used Peter the impetuous and 
Paul the scholar. But in their common love for | 
God, for truth, for righteousness, Elijah aad 
Elisha were comrades. 


ELIJAH’S FAREWELL 
II Kings 2: 5, 6 


The time had come for Elijah to lay down his 
work. God was calling him home to heaven. He 
was an old man. His life had been hard, but 
he had been faithful, and God was about to give 
him a great reward. We are not told how it be- 
came known to Elisha and to the sons of the 
prophets, that Elijah’s hour had come, but they 
knew perfectly well that Elijah was soon to leave 
them, and their hearts were sad. It is interesting 
to see Elijah saying farewell to his friends. ‘‘ Eli- 
jah paid no farewell visits to the great and noble 
of Israel; but he could not leave the world with- 
out one more interview with the youths who were 
prosecuting their education at Gilgal, Bethel, and 
Jericho; and that not simply because they were 
dear to him personally, as Timothy was to Paul, 
but because he recognized the momentous results 
to the nation at large of the work which lay before 
them in the coming years. They had in their hands 
much of the making of the character of the people 
for the next generation. And so, after having 
lovingly superintended their seminaries during the 
riper portion of his life, he went to say to them 
some memorable and impressive words, which would 
ever connect themselves in their minds with his 
translation to heaven.’’ 

This was Elijah’s last work. If you knew that 
this were to be your last day on earth, how would 
you spend it? What would you do? What tasks 
would you like to finish? John Wesley was once 
asked that same question and he said he would go 
on doing what he intended to do, for all that he 
did was for the glory of God. 


ELIJAH AT THE JORDAN 
II Kings 2:7, 8 


Elijah wished to be alone in his last hours, or 
else he wished to test Elisha, and so he went from 
Gilgal to Bethel and then to Jericho. He asked 
Elisha to remain behind, but each time Elisha re- 
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plied, ‘‘As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, 
I will not leave thee.’’ So both Elijah and Elisha 
went on until they came to the river Jordan. 
Fifty men of the sons of the prophets had fol- 
lowed them, perhaps from the school at Jericho, to 
see what would happen, and these men took their 
places on a hill overlooking the valley, while the 
two prophets went down to the river. Taking off 
his mantle, Elijah wrapped it into a roll and smote 
the water, which divided so that the two men went 
through on dry land. As they went up the farther 
shore, they were lost 
to view among the hills. 
They were in the land 
where Moses had been 
buried by the hand of 
God. Perhaps the mys- 
terious death and burial 
of Moses was in Eli- 
jah’s mind. Of that 
death the poet wrote: 


‘¢And had he not high 
honor? 
The hillside for his 
pall, 

To lie in state while 
angels wait, 

With stars for ta- 
pers tall; 

And the dark rock 
pines, like tos- 
sing plumes, 

Over his bier to 
wave; 

And God’s own hand, 
in that lonely 
land, 

To lay him in the 
grave.’’ 


ELISHA’S LAST 
REQUEST 


II Kings 2:9, 10 


Elijah knew that his 
end had come _ and, 
turning to LElisha, he 
said, ‘‘ Ask what I shall 
do for thee, before I am 
taken from thee.’’ Eli- 
sha might have asked for wealth, or for power, or 
for miraculous gifts, but he expressed the deepest 
desire of the heart when he said, ‘‘I pray thee, let 
a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.’’ That 
was a beautiful thing to say and Elijah must have 
been pleased. But Elisha had asked a difficult thing. 
It is difficult to transfer one’s thought, one’s ideal, 
one’s spirit, to another, A father would like to 
give his spirit to his boy. A teacher would like 
to give his spirit to his pupil. God would like to 
give his spirit to his children. There is only one 
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way this can be done, and that is if the son, the 
pupil, the child, is fit to receive it, and this was 
what Elijah meant when he said, ‘‘Thou hast 
asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me 
when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto 
thee; but if not, it shall not be so.’’ If Elisha 
saw what happened to Elijah, then his prayer 
would be granted. Dr. William M. Tayior sug- 
gests that ‘‘the sight of Elijah’s ascension gave 
to his servant a firmer and more vivid faith in 
the reality of the unseen life than he had ever 
had before. Had Eli- 
jah simply died like an- 
other man, no more 
lively sense of the in- 
visible would have been 
given to Elisha’ than 
that which he had re- 
ceived at the deathbed 
of any other friend. 
But when he saw the 
prophet taken from his 
side alive, he felt as he 


had never felt before 
regarding the other 


state of existence. 
Wherever he had gone, 
the prophet was living, 
and if he had gone, as 
he was sure he had, to 
Jehovah, then a new em- 
phasis was given to the 
words which used to be 


so often on his lips, 
‘Jehovah liveth,’ and 
in that faith in Jeho- 


vah as the Living One 
lay the power of the 
spirit of Elijah.’’ 


. THE ASCENSION 
OF ELIJAH 


Th Kings 2d. 


Elisha did see Elijah 
leave him, and the spirit 
of God came upon him. 
They were going on up 
the hillside when sud- 
denly, without warning, 
‘‘Behold, there ap- 
peared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, which 
parted them both asunder.’’ This was the 
separation of the two friends. The work of one 
was finished. The work of the other was just 
beginning. Following the swift appearance of 
the fiery chariot was a whirlwind, and [lijah 
was swept away and carried up into heaven. As 
he disappeared, Elisha cried after him, ‘‘My 
father, my father, the chariots of Israel and the 
horsemen thereof!’’ By this Elisha meant that 
Elijah had been worth more to Israel than all the 
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horses and chariots of all the armies of the king. 
His proclamation of faith, of righteousness, of 
God, had meant more than all the battles of Ahab. 
After the two short reigns of Ahab’s sons, Ahaziah 
and Jehoram, Baal worship, against which Elijah 
fought, was forever destroyed. 

It is interesting to compare the ascension of 
Elijah with that of Jesus. Bishop Trench makes 
this contrast: ‘‘The actual translation of Elijah 
is recorded in those words: ‘And it came to pass, 
as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there 
appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, 
which parted them both asunder; and Elijah went 
up by a whirlwind into heaven.’’ Compare with 
this the ascension of our blessed Lord: 
eame to pass, while he blessed them, he parted 
from them, and was carried up into heaven.’ The 
placing of one account side by side with the other 
is very instructive, and suggests many points of 
comparison. ’’ 


THE SUCCESSOR OF ELIJAH 
II Kings 2 : 12-18 


Elijah was gone. Elisha stood alone upon the 
mountain side with God. He rent his clothes in 
two pieces in token of his grief, and taking up 
the mantle of Elijah which had fallen from the 
prophet, he returned to the Jordan. The sons of 
the prophets were still waiting on the other side, 
and when Elisha smote the waters of the Jordan 
and passed through on dry land, both he and they 
knew that upon Elisha rested the spirit of the great 
Elijah. 

They were not satisfied with Elisha’s story of 
Elijah’s disappearance, however. Elijah had al- 
ways come and gone like an apparition and they 
thought that perhaps in some way the Spirit of 
God had caught him away again, but after a three 
days’ vain search which had been opposed by 
Elisha, they returned, confident that Elijah’s end 
had been even as Elisha had said. 


THE MESSAGE OF THE LESSON 


The translation of Elijah is the second story in 
the Bible of a man who escaped death. ‘‘ Enoch 
walked with God: and he was not; for God took 
him.’’ Elijah passed out of earth into heaven 
without seeing death. This of course is unusual 
and miraculous. We do not hope so to escape 
death. But like Elijah, we, too, may triumph over 
death through faith in Jesus. Paul said, ‘‘ For to 
me... to die is gain.’’ 

The Christian view of death is nowhere better 
given than in the second part of Bunyan’s ‘‘Pil- 
grim’s Progress,’’ where Christiana, the wife of 
Christian, comes to die. Bunyan says: ‘‘Now the 
day drew on that Christiana must be gone. So 
the road was full of people to see her take her 
journey. But behold, all the banks beyond the 
river were full of horses and chariots, which were 
come down from above to accompany her to the 
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city gate. So she came forth, and entered the 
river, with a beckon of farewell to those that fol- 
lowed her to the riverside. The last word she was 
heard to say was, ‘I come, Lord, to be with thee 
and bless thee!’ So her children and friends re- 
turned to their place, for that those that waited 
for Christiana had carried her out of their sight. 
So she went and called, and entered in at the gate 
with all the ceremonies of joy that her husband 
Christian had done before her. At her departure 
her children wept. But Mr. Great-heart and Mr. 
Valiant played upon the well-tuned cymbal and 
harp for joy.’’ 


‘¢ Jesus, thou Prince of life, 
Thy chosen cannot die: 
Like thee, they conquer in the strife, 
To reign with thee on high.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Name the kings of Israel from Jeroboam to 
Jehoram. 

2, What was Elisha’s relation to Elijah? 

3. Why did Elijah go to Gilgal, Bethel, and 
Jericho? 

4, What was Elisha’s last request to Elijah? 

5. What condition did Elijah attach to his 
promise ? 

6. Where did Elijah go when he was carried 
off in the whirlwind? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 8. What is sin? 

A. Sin is disobeying God or coming short of 
what he would have us be and do. 

Q. 9. How does God look upon sin? 

A. God looks upon sin with holy displeasure and 
great sorrow; and calls upon everyone to repent, 
warning us of the consequences of sin. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What is meant by the ‘‘sons of the proph- 
ets’’? 

2. What do you know of Ahaziah and of his 
meeting with Elijah? 

3. Why did Elisha refuse to let Elijah out of 
his sight? 

4, Why did Elijah wish Elisha to tarry behind? 

5. How did Elisha know that his last request 
was granted? 

6. What does Elijah’s ascension mean for us? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 59. Which day of the seven hath God ap- 
pointed to be the weekly Sabbath? 

A. From the beginning of the world to the resur- 
rection of Christ, God appointed the seventh day 
of the week to be the weekly Sabbath; and the 
first day of the week, ever since, to continue to the 
end of the world, which is the Christian Sabbath. 
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ELISHA AND THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear shall live.”—John 5:25. 


TEXT OF LESSON, II Kings 4: 18-22, 27, 30, 32-35 
For entire lesson, see II Kings 4: 8-37 


COMMON VERSION 


18 { And when the child was grown, it fell on a 
day, that he went out to his father to the reapers. 

19 And he said unto him father, My head, my 
head. And he said to a lad, Carry him to his 
mother. 

20 And when he had taken him, and brought 
him to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, 
and then died. 

21 And she went up, and laid him on the bed 
of the man of God, and shut the door upon him, 
and went out. 

22 And she called unto her husband, and said, 
Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, and 
one of the asses, that I may run to the man of 
God, and come again. 


* * * * * 


27 And when she came to the man of God to 
the hill, she caught him by the feet: but Ge-ha’zi 
came near to thrust her away. And the man of 
God said, Let her alone; for her soul is vexed 
within her: and the Lorp hath hid it from me, and 
hath not told me. 

* * * * * 

30 And the mother of the child said, As the 
Lorp liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee. And he arose, and followed her, 


* * * * * 


32 And when E-li’sha was come into the house, 
behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. 

33 He went in therefore, and shut the door upon 
them twain, and prayed unto the Lorp. 

34 And he went up, and lay upon the child, and 
put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon 
his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he 
stretched himself upon the child; and the flesh of 
the child waxed warm. 

35 Then he returned, and walked in the house to 
and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon 
him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the 
child opened his eyes. 


The Time—About 850 B.c. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

18 And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, 
that he went out to his father to the reapers. 19 
And he said unto his father, My head, my head. 
And he said to his servant, Carry him to his mother. 
“0 And when he had taken him, and brought him 
to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and 
then died. 21 And she went up and laid him on 
the bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon 
him, and went out. 22 And she called unto her 
husband, and said, Send me, I pray thee, one of 
the servants, and one of the asses, that I may run 
to the man of God, and come again. 

Fy * * * * 
27 And when she came to the man of God to the 
hill, she caught hold of his feet. And Gehazi came 
near to thrust her away; but the man of God said, 
Let her alone: for her soul is vexed within her; 
and Jehovah hath hid it from me, and hath not 


told me. 
* %& * * 


30 And the mother of the child said, As Jehovah 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. 


And he arose, and followed her. 
% * * & x 


32 And when Ilisha was come into the house, 
behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. 
33 He went in therefore, and shut the door upon 
them twain, and prayed unto Jehovah. 34 And 
he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his 
mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, 
and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched 
himself upon him; and the flesh of the child waxed 
warm. 35 Then he returned, and walked in the 
house once to and fro; and went up, and stretched 
himself upon him: .and the child sneezed seven 
times, and the child opened his eyes. 


The Places—Shunem and Mount Carmel. 
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DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

35. He returned. Elisha did not give up his 
prayer or his effort. He continued to seek the 
answer to his prayer until it was granted. 


BETWEEN THE LESSONS 

Elisha has been called ‘‘the man of miracles.’’ 
The spirit of God took possession of Elisha, and 
story after story of his wonderful power is told 
in these chapters in the Second Book of the Kings. 
The story of Elijah’s disappearance in the whirl- 
wind is told in the second 
chapter. You will remem- 
ber that Elisha returned, 
smiting the waters with 
Elijah’s mantle, thus 
proving to the sons of the 
prophets that he  pos- 
sessed the same power as 
had Elijah, his master. 
After a fruitless search 
for Elijah in the moun- 
tains, the sons of the 
prophets accepted Elisha 
as their master and as 
the man of God. 

Elisha’s first miracle 
after he came to Jericho 
was a miracle of mercy. 
He healed the impure 
water of the place and 
made it sweet. The sec- 
ond miracle was a miracle 
of terrible judgment upon 
irreverence. Bethel, where 
this act of judgment took 
place, was the seat of 
idolatry, and doubtless 
Elisha before this time 
had been subject to ridi- 
cule and persecution. 

Elisha seems for a while 
to have made his home at 
Mourt Carmel, but was 
called from his quiet 
abode to save the nation 
from defeat in time of 
war. Jehoram of Israel, 
Jehoshaphat of Judah, and the king of Edom were 
united against Moab and were about to be defeated 
when Elisha guided them to victory. The fourth 
miracle is recorded in the first verses of ch. 4. It 
is a beautiful story of how the widow’s oil was 
increased until she could sell it to pay her debt. 
Elisha found her fearful and despondent, and left 
her happy and contented, 


THE SHUNAMMITE 
II Kings 4: 8-17 
As he traveled back and forth in the fulfillment 
of his duties, Elisha had enjoyed the charming 
hospitality of a wealthy woman of Shunem, a lit- 
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tle village about three miles from Jezreel. She 
was a woman of influence and wealth, as well as 
of a devout and religious spirit. She soon became 
aware of the fact that Elisha was no ordinary man. 
Whenever he passed her house she gave him bread 
to eat, and one day she said to her husband, ‘‘ Be- 
hold now, I perceive that this is a holy man of 
God.’’ She proposed therefore that an extra room 
be put on the house, ‘‘a little chamber with walls.’’ 
See margin. It was to be a permanent part of 
the house, and not a mere temporary abiding 
. place. This was done 
and in this ‘‘prophet’s 
chamber’’ were put a 
bed, a table, a seat, and 
a candlestick. It was 
kept sacred for the man 
of God, and whenever 
he passed that way, he 
occupied it. 

This was a beautiful 
and thoughtful thing to 
do. Many ministers of 
the gospel have enjoyed 
just such helpful serv- 
ice. It was therefore 
not to be wondered at 
that Elisha wished in 
some way to show his 
gratitude. Elisha knew 
the king and the nobil- 
ity, and he offered to 
speak for her to the 
king and to the captain 
of the army. Elisha 
knew the day might 
come when she would be 
glad of protection. The 
time indeed did come 
when she needed help. 
See II Kings 8: 1-6. 
The woman, however, 
had wealth and _ influ- 
ence and, moreover, she 
did not wish a reward 
for being kind to Elisha. 
That would have been 
unworthy of her, so she 
said she needed nothing. She did not need the help 
of soldiers, for, she said, ‘‘I dwell among mine 


own people.’’ 


26 


It was then that Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, 
suggested that a little child in the childless home 
of the good woman would bring her joy and hap- 
piness, and the presence of the little boy in this 
home forms the interesting story of the lesson. 


THE SHUNAMMITE’S SORROW 
IIT Kings 4 : 18-21 


We are not told how old the little lad was when 
he fell sick. Years passed by. The lesson says 
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‘‘the child was grown.’’? He was old enough to 
run about, to follow his father out into the harvest 
field, and yet young enough to lie in his mother’s 
arms. He had gone out in the morning to the 
reapers and there suddenly he had eried, ‘‘My 
head, my head.’’ He had suffered a sunstroke 
which was common in that country. The story is 
very simple and very sad. We ean picture the 
little lad who a few minutes before had been run- 
ning in the field, now lying pale and speechless in 
the servant’s arms as if dead. The father was 
helpless, and all he could say was, ‘‘Carry him to 
his mother.’’ There might be help there. At least 
there would be comfort. The little boy sat on his 
mother’s knee till noon, and then died. She ear- 
ried the poor, little, lifeless body to Elisha’s cham- 
ber and laid it on the prophet’s bed and shut the 
door. Her sorrow found neither words nor tears. 
She was broken-hearted, yet she knew enough to 
seek God by seeking Elisha, the man of God. 


THE VISIT TO ELISHA 
IT Kings 4 : 22-27 


She did not complain and hide herself away in 
her grief. She knew what to do. The child had 
been the gift of God to her through Elisha’s word, 
and to him she would tell her sorrow. So she told 
her husband that she wished to go to Elisha. He 
did not understand why she should go at such a 
time, for no religious festival was being observed. 
It was ‘‘neither new moon nor sabbath.’’ She 
made no explanation, but bade the servant drive 
as fast as he could to the man of God at Mount 
Carmel. It is a very beautiful story and told with 
great simplicity and power. The distance from 
Shunem to Mount Carmel would be about fifteen 
to twenty miles. It was past noon when she started, 
and she wished to return again before dark. We 
are not told what she expected from Elisha, but 
her journey to him and her insistence upon his 
going with her, show that she was a woman of 
great faith and that she trusted in the living God. 
She teaches us that we, too, should go to God with 
our sorrow. 


THE SENDING OF GEHAZI 
IT Kings 4 : 28-31 


When she was still afar off, Elisha saw her and 
knew her, and said to Gehazi, his servant, ‘‘Be- 
hold, yonder is the Shunammite: run, I pray thee, 
now to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with 
thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with 
the child?’’ To these questions the woman an- 
swered, ‘‘It is well.’’ Her faith knew that all was 
well, and at the same time she did not wish to talk 
about her sorrow with Gehazi. When she came 
to the prophet she threw herself at his feet, and 
clung to him. She said no word, and Gehazi would 
have thrust her away, but Elisha knew that her 
heart was broken and that she had come to him 
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for help. ‘‘Let her alone: for her soul is vexed 
within her; and Jehovah hath hid it from me, and 
hath not told me.’’ His words were the key to her 
sorrow, and she poured out her tale of grief in 
his ears. The prophet spoke ‘to her no word of 
comfort, no word of hope, but bade Gehazi run with 
his master’s staff and lay it on the face of the 
child. But the woman refused to depart unless 
Elisha went with her. She refused to leave him. 
She knew that God was with him. She did not 
know about the staff. So Elisha went and on their 
way Gehazi met them saying that the child was 
dead and the staff had had no effect. Failure lay 
in the lack of faith on the part of the woman or 
perhaps in the character of Gehazi himself or in 
Elisha’s mistake in thinking that God could work 
through a piece of wood as well as through a con- 
secrated life. Certain it is that God uses human 
hands and human hearts and not sticks and staffs 
to work his will. 


THE MIRACLE OF LIFE 
IT Kings 4 : 32-35 


When Elisha came to the room where the lad 
lay still in death, he went into the chamber and, 
shutting the door, prayed to God. God heard his 
prayer. Like Elijah, I Kings 17 : 21-23, ‘‘he went 
up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon 
his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his 
hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself 
upon him; and the flesh of the child waxed 
warm. ’’ 

Elisha knew that God had heard his prayer, but 
still he prayed. He rose and ‘‘ walked in the house 
once to and fro.’’ He was not impatient, and 
God was teaching that home of sorrow to wait and 
trust. Again Elisha returned to the room, em- 
bracing the child in his arms. The first time he 
had, as it were, crouched or bowed over the little 
body. The second time he embraced it, and in his 
embrace the child’s life returned. The lad sneezed 
seven times and opened his eyes. He awoke 
as if from sleep. Perhaps he had often played 
and perhaps slept in Elisha’s room, for between 
them there must have been a great friendship, and 
we can imagine the happy smile on the little boy’s 
face when he awoke and found himself with his 
friend. Death perhaps will be just like this. We 
shall open our eyes and see not only those we love, 
but see Jesus, our Best Friend. 


THE MOTHER AND CHILD 
IT Kings 4 : 36, 37 


When Elisha found that the lad’s life had been 
given back to him, he ealled Gehazi and told him 
to call the mother, and when she came in he said, 
‘“Take up thy son.’’ ‘Then she went in, and fell 
at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground; and 
she took up her son, and went out.’’ The curtain 
falls upon the scene and the mother and her child 
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are together again. Words cannot speak the hap- 
piness that filled the house. Elisha slipped away 
without a word, as if he had done nothing wonder- 
ful. It was not he who had wrought the cure, but 
God, and to God must be given all the praise and 
all the thanksgiving. 


THE MEANING OF THE LESSON 


God leads his children through sorrow into joy. 
To Jesus, Calvary came first and then the Easter 
morning. The last word is not death, but life. 
The words of the golden text contain the gospel 
answer to death—‘‘ Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
The hour cometh, and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that 
hear shall live.’’ 

We are grateful that we live in the days of gos- 
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pel light and in the faith of the immortal hope. 


‘‘The story is told that a chamber in a certain 
dwelling was reputed to be haunted, and the family 
regarded it with terror. But one night the father 
determined to sleep in it himself, and coming forth 
the next morning all safe and sound, laughed away 
the fears of his children. So our Lord entered the 
grave, and dwelt among the dead; but in the morn- 
ing he issued forth erying to his affrighted ones, 
‘All hail!’ and the gloomy chamber is divested ot 
its terror.’’ : 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What miracles did Elisha perform before that 
mentioned in this lesson? 

® Where did Elisha make his home? 

3. What caused the little lad’s death? 
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4, Why did the woman go immediately to Elisha? 
5. Why did Elisha send Gehazi with his staff? 
6. Why was the life of the little lad given back? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 10. What are the consequences of sin? 

A. The consequences of sin are estrangement 
from God, increasing sinfulness in ourselves, injury 
to others, and the righteous judgments of God in 
time and in eternity. 

Q. 11. How has God provided for our salvation 
from sin? 

A. God, of his great mercy, has provided for our 
salvation from sin by the gift of his Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What do you know about the Shunammite? 

2. Why was she kind to Elisha? 

3. What led her to seek Elisha in her sorrow? 

4, Why did the staff of the prophet fail to work 
a miracle? 

5. What is the most beautiful verse in the les- 
son? 

6. What message has this lesson for us? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 60. How is the Sabbath to be sanctified ? 

A. The Sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy rest- 
ing all that day, even from such worldly employ- 
ments and recreations as are lawful on other days; 
and spending the whole time in the public and pri- 
vate exercises of God’s worship, except so much 
as is to be taken up in the works of necessity and 
mercy. 


Lesson VIII—ELISHA AND NAAMAN THE SYRIAN 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Bless Jehovah, O my soul, 
And forget not all his benefits: 
Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; 
Who healeth all thy diseases.” 


aE Sie l0ose, to: 


TEXT OF LESSON, II Kings 5: 1-4, 9-14 


For entire lesson, sce II Kings, ch. 5 


COMMON VERSION 


i Now Na’a-man, captain of the host of the king 
of Syr’i-a, was a great man with his master, and 
honourable, because by him the Lorp had given de- 
liverance unto Syr’i-a: he was also a mighty man 
in, valour, but he was a leper. 

2 And the Syr’i-ans had gone out by companies, 
and had brought away captive out of the land of 
Ts’ra-el a little maid; and she waited on Na’a- 
man’s wife. 

3 And she said uate her mistress, Would God 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


1 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king 
of Syria, was a great man with his master, and 
honorable, because by him, Jehovah had given vic- 
tory unto Syria: he was also a mighty man of 
valor, but he was a leper. 2 And the Syrians had 
gone out in bands, and had brought away captive 
out of the land of Israel a little maiden; and she 
waited on Naaman’s wife. 3 And she said unto 
her mistress, Would that my lord were with the 
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my lord were with the prophet that is in Sa-ma’- 
ri-a! for he would recover him of his leprosy. 

4 And one went in, and told his lord, saying, 
Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of 


Is’ra-el. 


9 So Na’a-man came with his horses and with 
his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of 
Ii-li’sha, 

10 And E-li’sha sent a messenger unto him, say- 
ing, Go and wash in Jor’dan seven times, and thy 
flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be 
clean. 

11 But Na’a-man was wroth, and went away, and 
said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out 
to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lorp 
his God, and strike his hand over the place, and 
recover the leper. 

12 Are not Ab’a-na and Phar’par, rivers of Da- 
mas’cus, better than all the waters of Is’ra-el? 
may 1 not wash “um them, and be clean? So he 
turnea and went away in a rage. 

13 And his servants came near, and spake unto 
him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid 
thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have 
done it? how much rather then, when he saith to 
thee, Wash, and be clean? 

14. Then went he down, and dipped himself seven 
times in Jor’dan, according to the saying of the 
man of God: and his flesh came again like unto 
the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 


The Time—About 850 B.c. 


Elisha and Naaman the Syrian 


February 19, 1922 


prophet that is in Samaria! then would he recover 
him of his leprosy. 4 And one went in, and told 
his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maiden 
that is of the land of Israel. 

* a ; 
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9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his 
chariots, and stood at the door of the house of 
Elisha. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, 
saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, 
and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou 
shalt be clean. 11 But Naaman was wroth, and 
went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will 
surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the 
name of Jehovah his God, and wave his hand over 
the place, and recover the leper. 12 Are not 


Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, bet- aa 


ter than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash 
in them, and be clean? So he turned and went 
away in a rage. 13 And his servants came near, 
and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the 
prophet had bid thee do some great thing, would- 
est thou not have done it? how much rather then, 
when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 14 
Then went he down, and dipped himself seven 
times in the Jordan, according to the saying of 
the man of God; and his flesh came again like unto 
the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 


The Place—Samaria. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE 
Rion ay eevrniary tl oree.ee. ee ORME. be The 
eendavel cormary. 14.5 . Meda tes. lies The 
BVednasday. epruary: losan.c. i. csi eccak foc The 
me bureday a epriary ls vice nk tc ok The 
Pay eh CONUS Py oe oe See ee ee Se The 
Babiriay.t cpriary. tao moet we ba oe Sek st The 
Sintat es MeUTuary 10 sole Joe te wate ee Our 


DIFFICULT WCRDS AND PHRASES 


1. The king of Syria. Ben-hadad. Syria lay to 
the north of Israel and had been saved from her 
enemy, possibly Assyria, by Naaman, whom God 
used. A leper. Leprosy was a slow disease. The 
laws concerning leprosy among the Jews, Lev., ch. 
13, would not obtain in Syria. 

2. Gone out in bands. These were raiding com- 
panies, acting like lawless bandits, for Syria and 
Israel were at peace. 

12. Abanah and Pharpar. The Abanah rose on 
Anti-Lebanon, and the Pharpar on Mount Hermon. 
They are smaller and clearer than the Jordan. 
They lose themselves in the marsh lakes, east of 
Damascus. 

13. My father. See II Kings 2:12; 6:21. A 
tit’e of honor, showing in what favor Naaman was 
held by his servants, 


TITLE 


Leprous Captain 
Captain’s Journey 
Captain Healed 
Captain’s Gratitude 
Great Healer 
Healer at Work 
Merciful God 
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REFERENCE 
.IT Kings 5: 1-4. 
II Kings 5: 5-9. 
II Kings 5: 10-14. 
II Kings 5: 15-19. 
Luke 4: 16-27. 
Mark 1 : 39-45. 
Ps. 2803's 1-32: 
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NAAMAN, THE SYRIAN 
II Kings 5:1 

The story of Naaman is very attractive. He is 
a likeable man. The Jews had a tradition to the 
effect that it was Naaman who drew his bow at a 
venture and smote and killed Ahab. He had all 
the qualities of a great leader. He was brave and 
true. God had used him to give Syria the victory 
over the enemies of his country. He did not know 
Jehovah, yet God used him as his servant. The 
Bible says that he was ‘‘a great man with his 
master, and honorable.’’ He enjoyed the favor 
and confidence of the king and was a popular hero, 
not only to the king and to the army, but to the 
humblest servant in his household. 

Only one dark spot clouded his sunshine. After 
telling of his greatness, his charm, and his power, 
the verse says, ‘‘ But he was a leper.’’ That little 
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HOSPITAL FOR LEPERS ON THE SITE OF THE HOUSE OF NAAMAN. AT DAMASCUS 


word ‘‘but’’ is like an unwelcome bond binding 


beauty and loveliness and power to weakness, dis- . 


ease, and death. We never know ‘what silent sor- 
row belongs to homes which seem to be filled with 
happiness. 

Leprosy is the most dreaded disease in the world. 
In the Bible it is a symbol of the deadliness of 
sin. Doctor Alexander Whyte, in speaking of it, 
Says: 

‘‘Leprosy was feared and fled from in Israel as 
the stroke of God, Leprosy was the most fearful 
and the most hateful disease known to man. Lep- 
rosy was so loathsome, and so utterly incurable 
and deadly, that it was not looked on as an ordi- 
nary disease at all, but rather as a special creation 
in his anger, and a direct curse of God, both to 
punish sin, and, at the same time, to teach his 
people something of what an accursed thing sin 
really is; till the whole nature of leprosy and all 
the laws laid down for its treatment, and the 
miraculous nature of its so seldom cure, all com- 
bined to work into the imagination, and into the 
conscience, and into the heart, and into the ritual, 
and into the literature of Israel, some of her deep- 
est lessons about the terrible nature and the only 
proper treatment of sin.’’ 


THE LITTLE CAPTIVE MAID 
II Kings 5: 2-4 


The news of Naaman’s disease would be whis- 
pered from room to room until the servants knew. 
The music would cease, the laughter would die 
out of the home, and the light in the eyes of Naa- 
man’s wife would be dimmed. There was no help, 
no cure. Wealth, power, favor, kings, and servants 
could not help. This was a sorrow that earth could 
not cure. 

It happened that in Naaman’s home was a lit- 
tle girl, a captive slave girl from Israel. Although 
Syria and Israel were at peace, yet raiding bands 
had gone over the border again and again, steal- 
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ing both goods and people, and among these cap- 
tives was this little, nameless maid. 

We know nothing of her parents, and nothing of 
her age. She must have had personal charm, how- 
ever, to have become a maid in waiting to Naa- 
man’s wife. The sorrow of her mistress and the 
trouble that had driven the light from the home 
of Naaman, the great man of the nation, appealed 
to her, and one day she said to Naamn’s wife, 
‘Would that my lord were with the prophet that 
is in Samaria! then would he recover him of his 
leprosy.’’ Her story was soon told to Naaman, 
and he prepared to make the journey to Israel. 
When we are helpless, we turn to anything that 
promises help, and doubtless the fame of Elisha’s 
power with God had traveled far and wide. It is 
a tribute to Naaman’s character that he immedi- 
ately set out on his quest for health. 


THE JOURNEY TO ISRAEL 
II Kings 5 : 5-8 


Naaman set out on his journey well equipped. 
The king of Syria, Ben-hadad, gave him a letter 
to Jehoram, king of Israel, commending him to the 
mercy of Israel’s king. He took with him wealth 
both in gold and in silver and also in rare and 
costly garments. If wealth could purchase healing, 
then he could not fail! 

When the king of Israel heard the mission of 
Yaaman, he was terrified. It was an impossible 
message. Leprosy was incurable, and the only 
meaning of the message was that, since failure 
must face any attempt of the king of Israel to cure 
Naaman, war would be the result. Jehoram, the 
king, rent his clothes and said, ‘‘Am I God, to 
kill and to make alive, that this man doth send 
unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? but con- 
sider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel 
against me.’’ Elisha, who was on intimate terms 
with the royal court, heard of what had happened 
at the palace and sent word to the king, saying, 
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‘“Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him 
come now to me, and he shall know that there is 
a prophet in Israel.’’ 


NAAMAN AND ELISHA 
II Kings 5: 9, 10 

When Naaman and his retinue of servants came 
to the house of Elisha, they waited for the prophet 
to appear. Naaman was the king’s representative. 
He was a man of wealth and of position. He ex- 
pected homage from the prophet. Elisha, however, 
instead of coming out to pay his respects to the 
great captain, sent his servant, who said, as if 
giving a command to one of lower rank, ‘‘Go and 
wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall 
come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.’’ It 
was humbling to this great man. He had nothing 
he could give. If he wanted healing, he must obey 
and receive the gift as the poorest and the hum- 
blest man would have to receive it. 

It is this way that salvation comes to us. We 
cannot buy it, or order it. It is the gift of God. 
The message is, ‘‘The free gift of God is eternal 


life.’’ Money can buy much, but not the best 
things. It cannot buy health, nor happiness, nor 
heaven. 


‘* °Tis heaven alone that is given away, 
*Tis only God may be had for the asking.’’ 


THE ANGER OF NAAMAN 
II Kings 5.: 11, 12 

Naaman was angry. He turned away from the 
house of the prophet in a rage. He was offended, 
insulted, angry. The prophet had treated him 
shamefully, he thought. ‘‘I thought,’’ he said, 
‘‘He will surely come out to me, and stand, and 
call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave 
his hand over the place, and recover the leper.’’ 
He knew enough about magic to believe in it. The 
wonders of the magician could be bought and sold. 
But the prophet of God would not even see him 
in his high pride of position, The remedy pro- 
posed was ridiculous. Why had he taken such a 
journey merely to bathe in the Jordan? ‘‘Are 
not Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel? may I not 
wash in them, and be clean?’’ ‘‘This was the 
reward of his toil and his humiliation; his sickly, 
suffering, shattered frame had been dragged 
through roadless wastes in hope of cure; his 
haughty spirit had abased itself to ask a favor of 
the conquered king of Israel and to come a sup- 
pliant to this mean place; and now, his sufferings 
unpitied, his pomp unnoticed, his gold despised, he 
is turned away like a beggar from the door, with 
the added insult of a foolish, trivial message. He 
gazed on the yellow, mud-stained stream which 
rolled beneath his feet at the bottom of its deep 
ravine; he thought of silver Abanah and Pharpar, 
winding through the myrtle and apricot groves of 
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his native heine to their far-off inland sea: and, 
sick with disappointment and anger, he turned to 
begin his weary, hopeless journey back.’’ 


THE ADVICE OF THE SERVANTS 
IT Kings 5 : 13 

It is a mark of fine appreciation that the serv- 
ants of the great man were eager to serve their 
master. They even opposed his will that they 
might bring to him some benefit. How wise and 
tactful they were! Naaman’s anger would do no 
good. They came near to the great man in his 
rage and said quietly, ‘‘My father, if the prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou 
not have done it? how much rather then, when 
he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean??? 

It was wise advice. The captain must surrender 
to the prophet. The will of man must surrender 
to the will of God. It is only in this way that 
God’s best gifts come to us. We must “stoop 
down and drink, and live.’’ In speaking of the 
entrance through the strait gate into the life eter- 
nal, John Bunyan says, ‘‘Forasmuch as the pas- 
sage was wonderful narrow, even so narrow that 
I could not but with great difficulty enter in 
thereat, it showed me that none could enter into 
life, but those that were in downright earnest, and 
unless also they left this wicked world behind 
them; for here was only room for body and soul, 
but not for body and soul and sin.’’ 

We can receive the best gifts of God only by 
receiving them from his hands. He dwells only in 
the humble and contrite heart. Our ery must be, 


‘Nothing in my hands I bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling.’? 


‘Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
’Tis all that I can do.’’ 


LIKE A LITTLE CHILD 
IJ Kings 5:14 


The story of Naaman’s obedience is very at- 
tractive. He did not.argue further. He ceased to 
rebel. He surrendered. He obeyed. He did what 
the prophet bade him. He washed in the Jordan 
seven times, and then ‘‘his flesh came again like 
unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.’’ 
The decayed, diseased flesh disappeared, and in 
its place, the beauty of health appeared. It was 
a great trial of faith. We can picture him after 
his first plunge, looking again at the spot of the 
leper still unchanged. After the fifth and sixth 
attempts, he would be tempted to turn away, for 
the healing was not gradual but sudden, and after 
the seventh time, behold, he was whole again. It 
was not until he had obeyed the prophet’s com- 
mand fully that the blessing came. 

The story of Naaman’s great gratitude and of 
Gehazi’s treachery are told in the remaining verses 
of the chapter and should be read. God’s gifts 
cannot be paid for by anything less than gratitude 
and surrender of the heart to him, 
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LESSONS FROM THE LESSON 3. What qualities in Naaman do you dislike? 
Let us learn from the lesson that God may use 4, Why do you admire the little captive maid? 


5. Why was Naaman reluctant to take the ad- 
viee of Elisha? 
6. What does Naaman’s cure mean for us? 


a little nameless boy or girl to do some great serv- 
ice. The name of the architect of the beautiful 
cathedral of Chartres is not known. It is not re- 
membered, but everyone enjoys his work. Let us é F 
do our duty and leave results to God. The Intermediate Catechism 
Let us learn that we receive from God the best Q. 12. Who is Jesus Christ? 

of all gifts—Jesus. He is God’s Gift to us. We A. Jesus Christ is God’s eternal and only-begot- 
cannot buy him. We must receive him by giving ten Son who humbled himself to become man, and 


ourselves to him. so is God and man. 
Let us learn that both joy and sorrow make up 
life. Naaman was a great man and honorable, FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 
but he was a leper. We never know what sorrow A UAWhe kelane en ke 
lies behind wealth and power and position. God rs caeiek "4 sare! Aer - as Meares irk va. 
means us to be humble. Bos at do you know about the little captive 
Let us learn that God’s best blessings come maid? Ie o-'h ; 
often in doing commonplace things. Naaman . ee “iid Me ieee willing Meee to eee 
wanted to be told to do something great. John /— Wi zi ; j sre refuse to os geet 
Eliot, the missionary, was found, on the day of a Whe eee eaahae so angry , 
his death, in his eighty-sixth year, teaching the . What 1s this lesson’s missionary message : 
Indian alphabet to a child. When /asked why he : 
did it, 16: replied: ‘‘I prayed God to make me The Shorter Catechism 
useful in my sphere, and he heard my prayer, and Q. 61. What is forbidden in the fourth com- 
now that I am no longer young, he leaves me mandment? 
strength enough to teach this little Indian child A. The fourth commandment forbiddeth tie 
his alphabet.’’ omission, or careless performance, of the duties 
required, and the profaning the day by idleness, or 
FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS atin that which - in itself sinful, aa by unneces- 
1. What was Naaman’s position? sary thoughts, words, or works, about our worldly 
2. What qualities in Naaman do you like? employments or recreations. 


Lesson IX—-ELISHA’S HEAVENLY DEFENDERS 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“The angel of Jehovah encampeth round about them that fear him, 
And delivereth them.” 
—Ps. 34:7. 


TEXT OF LESSON, II Kings 6: 8-17 


For entire lesson, see II Kings 6: 8-25 


COMMON VERSION AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
8 § Then the king of Syr’i-a warred against Is’- 8 Now the king of Syria was warring against 


ra-el, and took counsel with his servants, saying, Tsrael; and he took counsel with his servants, say- 
In such and such a place shall be my camp. ing, In such and such a place shall be my camp. 

9 And the man of God sent unto the king of 9 And the man of God sent unto the king of Is-. 
Is’ra-el, saylg, Beware that thou pass not such a ygel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such a 
place; for thither the Syr’i-ans are come down. place; for thither the Syrians are coming down. 

10 And the king of Is’ra-el sent to the place 10 And the king of Israel sent to the place which 
which the man of God told him and warned him of, the man of God told him and warned him of; and 
ar 5 ap COR soe we ¥ he saved himself there, not once nor twice. 11 And 

11 erefore the heart of the king of Syr’l-a the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled 
was sore troubled for this thing; and he ealled his for this thing: and he called his servants, and said 
servants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew me 70) “US © 5) AG ’ Wks hi h oy ee 
which of us is for the king of Is’ra-el? unto them, Will ye a ais me W my a ns 18 

12 And one of his servants said, None, my lord, aay ee URE Ra, ae an io ees 
O king: but E-li’sha, the prophet that is in Is’ra-el, ants said, Nay, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the 
telleth the king of Is’ra-el the words that thou prophet that is in Israel, telleth the xing of Israel 
speakest in thy bedchamber. the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. 
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13 {And he said, Go and spy where he is, that 13 And he said, Go and see where he is, that J 
i may send and fetch him. And it was told him, may send and fetch him. And it was told him, 
saying, Behold, he is in Do’than. saying, Behold, he is in Dothan. 

14 Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, 14 Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots 
and a great host: and they came by night, and and a great host: and they came ie night, Fey 
compassed the city about. compassed the city about. 15 And when the serv- 


15 And when the servant of the man of God was ant of the man of God was risen early, and gone 


risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host com- . . i= 
passed the ‘city both with horses and chariots. And AON Nh aoe ae mores st Pai Bae 
his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how round about the city. And his servant said unto 
shall we do? him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? 16 And 


16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that he answered, Fear not; for they that are with us 
be with us are more than they that be with them. @T€ more than they that are with them. 17 And 
17 And F-li’sha prayed, and said, Lorp, I pray Elisha prayed, and said, Jehovah, I pray thee, open 
thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lorp his eyes, that he may see. And Jehovah opened 


opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, be- 
and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and hold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots 
chariots of fire round about E-li’sha. of fire round about Elisha. 
The Time—About 848 B.c. The Place—Dothan. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Mondays ebriuary. 20. lf... see Klisha’s Heavenly Defenders................ II Kings 6: 8-17. 
ucsdayy br ebruary. 21.5 uee eee Daniel’s Heavenly Defenders............... Dan. 6: 16-23. 
Wednesday, February 22.......... Hezekiah’s Heavenly Defenders............. II Chron. 32 : 6-8, 21, 22. 
Thursday, February 23............ The Hebrew Children’s Heavenly Defender..Dan. 3 : 19-25. 
Priday. “Wepruary. 24) 2... < ania ies ss Peters Heavenly Defender 25.653 2 oo. ooo ws Acts 12: 5-11. 
Saturday, February 25............ Paul's: Heavenly “Defender? tsi ess oss oe II Tim. 4: 14-18. 
Sunday, February. 26.............. OUT eLieaventy. | JGLender yoo skied acc cide as Ps. 34: 1-8. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES happened not ‘‘once nor twice,’’ which of course 


. : means that it was repeated again and again. 
Sas Ends nee I ‘ines 0 ELA Seger: Let us note the friendly relations between Elisha, 


quent wars between Syria and Israel. the prophet, and the king. Elisha warned the 


: : king of every attempt at invasion and the king 

ARENA OSS us. ‘The king thought that there promptly acted upon the prophet’s advice. The 
was a traitor in his own camp who had betrayed Leno Reet eae aha 

him to the enemy. ig was probably Jehoram, who had done away 


Tae DOthaneeA bout tances moth ot Gama with much of the idolatry practiced by Ahab. The 


It was located on the highway between Damascus work of Elijah had so far been successful that 


d Elisha was able to live a happier and quieter 
and Egypt. It commanded the pass which crossed life than his predecessor Ee loss winter pea 
the ridge of Carmel. ‘ 


iveaHorkentand) charibte =: Godson mnts areal: eee first, spring sunshine will draw forth few 


: flowers.’’ Elijah was like the storm—Elisha like 
ways safe, not always from bodily and earthly Ghaeene notin 
harm, but always from spiritual harm. See Ps. pring i 


84:7; 91:4. THE KING’S HELPER 


THE KING OF SYRIA LD Kings 65511 612 
: The king of Syria was greatly troubled and per- 
pla Baneere - oot plexed. tie mon that every cae he tried atte 
The king of Syria, probably Ben-hadad, had vade Israel, and agreed upon the place of attack, 
planned a series of invasions of Israel. There the army of Israel was always there to checkmate 
does not seem to have been an open declaration him. Something was wrong. His plans were 
of war. The war was carried on in an irregular known, and the only explanation he could arrive 
manner. A band of soldiers would agree to con- at was that a spy was at work in his own camp 
centrate upon a certain place and there make ecap- and told the plans to Israel. ‘‘ Will ye not show 
tive the people and plunder the country. Each  wme,’’ he said to his officers, ‘‘ which of us is for 
time one of these invasions was planned, the king the king of Israel?’’ He was sure that there was 
of Syria found himself face to face with a superior treachery in the army. That was the only pos- 
force of Israel, so that he had to withdraw with- sible explanation. But the officers and servants 
out even giving battle. The story says that this of the king knew better. They knew that the 
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knowledge which led to the defeat of Syria was 
not obtained from Syria, but from the prophet 
Elisha. They said, ‘‘ Nay, my lord, O king; but 
Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the 
king of Israel the words that thou speakest in 
thy bedchamber.’’ It was a remarkable answer. 
These servants knew of Elisha’s fame. They had 
heard of him. There may have been some who 
knew the story of Naaman. They were right. 
Elisha was worth more than chariots and horses to 
Israel, for God was with him. 

This.was Elisha’s great service to his nation. 

He brought no stirring message, as Hlijah did. 
’ He fought not so terribly against the evils of his 
age, but he counseled with authority. He com- 
manded obedience because God was with him. He 
was a prophet, not only to the souls of men, but 
also to the nation. He was a man like John Knox 


Elisha’s Heavenly Defenders 


and Martin Luther and Savonarola, who guided 


kings on their thrones and who made history. It 
is a national safeguard when men of God see 
clearly and speak plainly to their age. 


CAPTURING THE PROPHET 
II Kings 6 : 18-15 


- When the king of Israel understood the situa- 
tion, his plan was quickly formed. He would cap- 
ture Elisha and take him out of Israel and so re- 
move him from power. That seemed an easy 
thing to do. First of all he found out where 
Elisha had his dwelling place. This was discov- 
ered to be at Dothan, about ten miles from Sa- 
maria. 

The king immediately sent forward a large army 
to encompass Dothan and capture Elisha. The 
venture was quickly perfected and in the night, 
the mighty force of men, horses, and chariots went 
forth and, when the sun rose, behold the city was 
invaded and there was no chance of escape. The 
servant of the prophet, a young man, who had 
taken the place of Gehazi, was terrified when, early 
in the morning, he found that they were prisoners 
within the city. He was terror-stricken and re- 
turned to his master saying, ‘‘Alas, my master! 
how shall we do?’’ It is a tribute to Elisha that 
such a host was sent to capture him. He had in- 
spired terror in the hearts of the enemy. It 
seems strange that the king of Syria should not 
have thought that if the prophet knew about his 
former movements against Israel, he would not 
also know about this movement against himself. 
But worldly wisdom is always blind to the deep- 
est truths. . 


THE INVISIBLE ARMY 
II Kings 6 : 16, 17 


The servant of Elisha was terrified and afraid 
For him the end had come. Fear smote his heart. 
Tt was otherwise with Elisha. He seemed not 
even surprised. He was a prisoner, and yet he 
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was free. He, too, saw the army of Syria, but 
between that army and the city, he saw a still 
greater army. ‘Turning to the lad he said, ‘‘ Fear 
not; for they that are with us are more than they 
that are with them.’’ And lifting his heart to 
God he prayed, ‘‘Jehovah, I pray thee, open his 
eyes, that he may see.’’ And immediately ‘‘Jeho- 
vah opened the eyes of the young man; and he 
saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses 
and chariots of fire round about Elisha.’’ The 
Syrian army was still there, but between that army 
and Israel was the invisible army of God. It is 
always so. Over in France during the days of the 
Great War, the soldiers liked to read the Ninety- 
first Psalm, Do you know it? Every boy and girl 
should learn it by heart. These are some of its 
fine verses. 


‘<He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most 
High 
Shall ahide under the shadow of the Almighty. 


He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; 
T will be with him in trouble: 
I will deliver him, and honor him.’’ 


The words of the golden text proclaim the same 
great message: 


‘‘The angel of Jehovah encampeth round about 
them that fear him, 
And delivereth them.’’ 


Let us ask God to give us the eyes of faith to 
see the invisible world. Although it is not always 
true that God saves us from earthly and bodily 
harm, he always is willing to shield us from spir- 
itual harm, and this is the only real harm. Call 
to mind the wonderful words of Paul: ‘‘ While 
we look not at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen: for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.’’ 


THE CAPTURED ARMY 
II Kings 6 : 18-23 


(The lesson text ends with v. 17 but the verses 
discussed here give the conclusion of the story.) 

Instead of capturing Elisha, the Syrian army 
was itself captured. Elisha, through the power of 
God, led them into captivity and then set them 
free. God struck them with blindness and they 
were led to Samaria, the capital, where they were 
surrounded by the forces of Israel. Instead of 
permitting the king to destroy them, Elisha com- 
manded that they be fed and treated kindly, and 
afterwards sent home. This was Elisha’s way 
of treating evil. This was his way of stopping 
war, for ‘‘the bands of Syria came no more into 
the land of Israel.’’ Elisha reminds us of the 
words of Jesus. His method was the method of 
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the gospel. He showed us the true way to con- 
quer. He gave us a way to put an end to war 
forever. His kindness killed all hatred in the 
hearts of his enemies. It is the gospel recipe. 
‘But if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 
thirst, give him to drink: for in so doing thou 
shalt heap coals of fire upon his head.’’ 


EYES THAT SEE 


John Ruskin has said that for a hundred that 
can read, only ten can think, and for ten that can 
think, only one can see. Faith in God gives us the 
power to see clearly what is hidden to others. 
God is always near, though we see him not. Did 
you ever see a puzzle picture? It is a picture 
which, when you first look at it, seems to be per- 
fectly clear. It has a question, however, which 
says, ‘‘This is a camp; find the soldier.’’ And 
you look and look, and at last, after you have 
turned it around and around, suddenly you see the 
soldier, and you wonder why you did not see him 
before, for he is now all that you really see. So 
it is with life. God seems to hide himself away. 
But when we need him most, we find that he has 
always been near. In one of his sermons, Phillips 
Brooks says: ‘‘This is what Jesus did. He did not 
bring God into the world. God forbid that we 
should think that! God had never been out of 
the world he made and loved. He touched the 
world with his life and made it everywhere a 
luminous utterance of God. And then, what else? 
He opened the blind eyes of every man who would 
become his servant, and bade him see. He regener- 
ated man. He brought him back, that is, into the 
first condition, lost so long, in which his eyes 
were open and he could see the God who was every- 
where. ‘As many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God.’ He re- 
deemed man. He brought him back into the Eden 
of the perfect reconciliation. Once more he might 
see God. No longer with the eyes of sense but 
all the more clearly to the inner vision of the re- 
newed, obedient soul, the Lord God walked with 
man among the trees of the garden of the Chris- 
tian life.’’ 


WHAT THE LESSON MEANS 


God is always near. We are blind to the great- 
est realities of life if we do not see God. The 
spiritual world is the reai world. ‘‘The eternal 
God is thy dwelling place, and underneath are the 
everlasting arms.’’ Doctor Robert E. Speer once told 
a beautiful story about his little boy: ‘‘I was 
awakened the other morning about four o’clock in 
my room by a little voice just beside my bed in the 
dark asking for a drink. I got the little lad a 
drink, and he lay quiet for a moment, and then 
asked, ‘Father, may I sing myself asleep?’ And 
I said, ‘Yes, dear, go ahead.’ But soon he got 
up so much enthusiasm that I told him he would 
better stop, or none of the rest of us could sleep. 
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Then he was quiet awhile, but soon I heard his lit- 
tle voice again in the perfect stillness of the night, 
‘Father, have you got your face turned toward 
me?’ And I said, ‘Yes, little boy,’ and the 
darkness was as the light of day to him.’’ So 
God guards us though we see him not. 


A PRAYER OF FAITH 


‘¢ Tis by the faith of joys to come 
We walk through deserts dark as night: 

Till we arrive at heaven, our home, 
Faith is our guide, and faith our light. 


‘Cheerful we tread the desert through, 
While faith inspires a heavenly ray; 
Though lions roar and tempests blow, 
And rocks and dangers fill the way. 


‘*So Abram, by divine command, 
Left his own house to walk with Sod; 
His faith beheld the Promised Land, 
And fired his zeal along the road.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. Why did the king of Syria fail in his war 
with Israel? 

2. What was Elisha’s relation to the king of 
Israel? 

3. How did the Syrians know about Elisha? 

4, How did the Syrian king propose to conquer 
Israel? 

5. Why was Elisha unafraid when his servant 
was afraid? 

6. How did Elisha treat his enemies? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 138. How did Jesus Christ become man? 

A. Jesus Christ became man by being born of 
the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea, as it had 
been foretold; and his name was ealled Jesus, 
which means Saviour, because he was to save his 
people from their sins. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Locate Syria, Dothan, Samaria on the map. 

2. Why did Elisha inform Israel’s king against 
the Syrians? 

3. How did the king of Syria attempt to end 
Elisha’s influence? 

4, Why was not Elisha filled with terror? 

5. How did Elisha give courage to his servant? 

6. What message does the lesson teach? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 62. What are the reasons annexed to the 
fourth commandment? 

A. The reasons annexed to the fourth command- 
ment are, God’s allowing us six days of the week 
for our own employments, his challenging a special 
propriety in the seventh, his own example, and his 
blessing the Sabbath-day. 
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JEHOVAH’S MERCY TO A HEATHEN CITY 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—‘“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; and let him return unto Jehovah, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, 


for he will abundantly pardon.”’—Isa. 55: 7. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Jonah, ch. 3 


For entire lesson, see Jonah, chs. 3, 4 


COMMON VERSION 


1 And the word of the Lorp came unto Jo’nah 
the second time, saying, 

2 Arise, go unto Nin’e-veh, that great city, and 
preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 

3 So Jo’nah arose, and went unto Nin’e-veh, 
according to the word of the Lorp. Now Nin’e- 
veh was an exceeding great city of three days’ 
journey. 


4 And Jo’nah began to enter into the city a 


day’s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty 
days, and Nin’e-veh shall be "overthrown. 

5 § So the people of Nin’e-veh believed God, and 
Pr aclaTted a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them. 

6 For word came unto the king of Nin’e-veh, 
and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe 
from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat 
in ashes. 

7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and pub- 
lished through Nin’e-veh by the decree of the king 
and his nobies, saying, Let neither man nor beast, 
herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, 
nor drink water: 

8 But let man and beast be coverea with sack- 
eloth, and ery mightily unto God: yea, let them 
turn every one from his evil way, and from the 
violence that ts in their hands. 

9 Who ean tell if God will turn and repent, and 
turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish 
not? 

10 §{ And God saw their works, that they turned 
from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, 
that he had said that he would do unto them; and 
he did it not. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


1 And the word of Jehovah came unto Jonah 
the second time, saying, 2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, 
that great city, and preach unto it the preaching 
that I bid thee. 3 So Jonah arose, and went unto 
Nineveh, according to the word of Jehovah. Now 
Nineveh was an exceeding great city, of three 
days’ journey. 4 And Jonah began to enter into 
the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and said, 
Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 

5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; and 
they proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from 
the greatest of them even to the least of them. 
6 And the tidings reached the king of Nineveh, 
and he arose from his throne, and laid his robe 
from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and 
sat in ashes. 7 And he made proclamation and 
published through Nineveh by the decree of the 
king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor 
beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing; let them not 
feed, nor drink water; 8 but let them be covered 
with sackeloth, both man and beast, and let them 
ery mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every 
one from his evil way, and from the violence that 
is in his hands. 9 Who knoweth whether God 
will not turn and repent, and turn away from his 
fierce anger, that we perish not? 10 And God 
saw their works, that they turned from their evil 
way; and God repented of the evil which he said 
he would do unto them; and he did it not. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 
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Wednesday, March 1.3.3.8. fegec ee eee Jehovah’s Mercy to Nineveh. .............48 Jonah, ch. 
Thursday, March: 2¢ 724): oo ee eee A Greater Tharnir J Oth a1, ftteets ae eee ot Matt. 12: 38. 45. 
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DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


2. Unto Nineveh. Famous as the capital of As- 
syria, the enemy of Israel. 

3. Three days’ journey. It required a journey 
of three days to go around the city. It was a city 
thronged with people. 


4. Yet forty days. 
to repenc and turn to him. 
well as righteous. 

7. Man nor beast. Even the cattle were 'com- 
pelled to join in the mourning. Read Joel 1 : 20, 
The Persians often cut the hair of the horses in 
order to show that they, too, shared in mourning. 


God gave Nineveh a chance 
God is merciful as 
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TRADITIONAL TOMB OF JONAH AT NINEVEH 


10. Repented. The word means ‘‘to change 
one’s mind,’’ or one’s purpose. God’s purpose, 
however, depended upon the attitude of the people 
of Nineveh. 


THE PROPHET JONAH 


We have studied concerning Elijah and Elisha, 
the great prophets of Israel. We study this week 
about a more obscure prophet of Israel, whose 
message was, however, one of the most wonderful 
ever given to a prophet of the Old Testament. If 
Elijah was the prophet of justice and righteous- 
ness, Jonah was the prophet of love and mercy 
and forgiveness. Jonah was a Jew, and thought 
that Jehovah cared for none but Jews, and when 
God commanded him to go and preach repentance 
to the people of Nineveh, he fled from the pres- 
ence of the Lord. He wished to see Nineveh per- 
ish. He did not wish Nineveh to be saved. But 
God taught him that he cared for all people—not 
Jews alone, but people of all races and languages. 
When we understand the message of Jonah, we 
will see that he was the first great foreign mission- 
ary. He was sent with a message of mercy to a 
foreign and alien people. There is no prophet in 
the Old Testament except Jonah who teaches us 
the message of Bishop Faber’s wonderful hymn: 


‘‘Wor the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of man’s mind, 
And the heart of the Eternal, 
Is most wonderfully kind.’’ 


JONAH’S CALL TO DUTY 
Jonah 1:1, 2, 10 


The book of Jonah is a story. It is one com- 
plete story. It should therefore be read from the 
first verse to the last. Read it through from be- 
ginning to end without stopping, and you will won- 
der why you never discovered this wonderful story 
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before. When the story begins, God had spoken 
to Jonah, commanding him to go and preach to 
Nineveh, Nineveh was a very great and wicked 
city. It was the world-famous capital of Assyria. 
Its wickedness would soon destroy it. Jonah, being 
a Jew, was willing to see it destroyed, but God, 
who loves everyone, loved the people of Nineveh. 
When Jonah thought that his preaching might lead 
Nineveh to repentance, he fled from the very pres- 
ence of God. He foolishly thought that if he took 
a ship out into the deep, God would not be there. 
But we cannot fly from God. Read Ps. 139 : 7-12. 
Verses 9, 10 are quoted below: 


‘‘Tf I take the wings of the morning, 
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 
Even there shall thy hand lead me, 
And thy right hand shall hold me.’’ 


God is in our hearts, and to try to fly from God is 
like trying to run away from curselves. So, out 
in the great deep, God found Jonah. The story of 
his troubles with the sailors and his awful pun- 
ishment is told in chs. 1, 2. His experience in 
the sea and in the great fish brought him to his 
senses. He himself said that he had been in 
‘‘hell.’’ If you will look at the second chapter 
in the Revised Version, you will see that Jonah’s 
words are in poetry. He speaks of his recovery 
as his salvation, ‘‘ Yet hast thou brought up my 
life from the pit, O Jehovah.’’ He was now ready 
to do what God wanted him to do. When we try 
to run from God’s will, we only bring trouble and 
sorrow upon ourselves. At this point, wher Jonah 
was ready to do what God wanted, our lesson be- 


gins. 
JONAH’S SECOND CHANCE 
Jonah 3:1, 2 


God gave Jonah a second chanee. He was pa- 
tient with him and led him to understand the true 
character of God. Back in the days of Jeroboam IT, 
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II Kings 14:25, Jonah had prophesied against 
Syria, and his prophecy had been fulfilled, and 
he preferred that Nineveh, too, should not be saved 
but destroyed. He was a Jewish patriot. But true 
religion deepens and widens true patriotism, and 
makes the world a brotherhood. Jonah had him- 
self experienced sorrow and danger. He himself, 
had been nigh unto death and in this way God 
taught him to have mercy upon others who, too, 
face sorrow and death. 

Let us try to learn that God is more merciful 
than any of us can ever be. He does not wish 
the death of any sinner but he wants all to come 
unto him and live. It is sin alone that keeps God 
from befriending all men, but while they prefer 
sin to God, it is not possible for God to save them. 
God loves us, however, even in our sin, and tries 
to save us. A little boy once told his mother that 
if he could ask God for the thing he most wanted, 
he would ask him to love him when he was naughty. 


God indeed loves us when we are naughty and this. 


is the message of the book of Jonah as it is the 
message of the gospel of Jesus. And in his love, 
we learn to hate sin. 


THE MESSAGE OF JONAH 
Jonah 3: 3, 4 

The great city of Nineveh was thronged with 
thoughtless people. It was so large that it took a 
journey of three days to go around it. Entering 
the city a day’s journey, Jonah began to deliver 
his message to that thoughtless, worldly city. His 
message was that God would destroy Nineveh un- 
less the people turned to God and changed their 
ways. Jonah was a strange-looking man from a 
far-away, strange country. He went crying 
through the streets, ‘‘Yet forty days, and Nine- 
veh shall be overthrown.’’ People must have 
looked at him in wonder. He told them of the 
true God and how all children of men were his, 
and how he eared for all and loved all and wanted 
all to come unto him and find life and salvation. 
It is a wonderful message. It makes hatred im- 
possible. It proclaims the message of the gospel 
that God is our Father and that we are all his chil- 
dren and that he patiently watches and waits for 
our home-coming. Nineveh was just God’s prodigal 
eity returning again to the love and care of the 
eternal God. It is a message like John 3 : 16, 17: 
‘*For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. For God 
sent not the Son into the world to judge the world; 
but that the world should be saved through him.’’ 


THE REPENTANCE OF NINEVEH 
Jonah 3 : 5-10 


In his heart Jonah did not wish to see Nineveh 
saved. He wanted the enemies of his people to be 


destroyed. That was an awful thing for him to 
desire, but we can understand Jonah’s feeling if 
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we will put ourselves in his place. But Jonah 
was disappointed. The people of Nineveh, from 
the king down to the humblest little child, turned 
to God. They changed their minds about sin and 
about God, and turned away from their wickedness 
and asked God to forgive and bless them. They 
put on sackcloth as a sign of deep mourning. They 
proclaimed a fast, and neither man nor beast ate 
or drank while they prayed to God for mercy. It 
was a wonderful sight, a whole city waiting upon 
God. And God heard and answered and forgave 
them and saved both them and their city, ‘‘that 
great. city, wherein are more than sixscore thou- 
sand persons that cannot discern between their 
right hand and their left hand; and also much cat- 
tle. 77+ . 

Let us learn from this lesson that repentence 
always brings forgiveness. The one way to de- 
stroy the power of sin is to confess it. When we 
repent, we separate ourselves from our sin; we 
say it does not belong to us and we become again 
as if we had not sinned. It is God’s love, his 
mercy that leads us to penitence. The love of God 
led the great city of Nineveh to trust him and to 
turn to him for peace and security. 


THE CONVERSION OF JONAH 
Jonah 4: 1-11 


(Chapter 4 is not printed, but it is part of the 
entire lesson reference.) 

Jonah was displeased when he discovered that 
Nineveh was not to be destroyed. He half re- 
pented that he had ever gone to Nineveh to preach 
repentance. In his anger he prayed to God, say- 
ing, ‘‘Thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow 
to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness, and re- 
pentest thee of the evil.’’ He was displeased and 
angry, and wished to die. God treated him like 
a fretful child and permitted him for a while to 
indulge his childishness. Under the shade of a 
gourd, a fast-growing plant with broad leaves, 
Jonah rested. The gourd shaded him from the 
sun, but the next day a worm attacked the gourd 
and it withered, and Jonah was left to the mercy 
of the hot sun and the east wind. He was still 
fretful and angry. The worm had destroyed the 
gourd, and Jonah was angry and bitter. He was 
angry with himself and angry with God and angry 
because of the gourd that had failed him. Then 
God spoke to him, ‘‘Thou hast had regard for the 
gourd, for which thou hast not labored, neither 
madest it grow; which came up in a night, and 
perished in a night: and should not I have regard 
for Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more 
than sixscore thousand persons that cannot dis- 
cern between their right hand and their left hand; 
and also much cattle?’’ 

In this way God taught Jonah, and he teaches 
us, that God is kinder than man. If Jonah had 
pity for the gourd, should not God have pity on 
little children and on helpless, innocent cattle? As 
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we hear these wonderful words from God, we think 
of the words of Jesus. ‘‘How much then is a 
man of more value than a sheep!’’ ‘‘ Behold the 
birds of the heaven, that they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns; and your heay- 
enly Father feedeth them. Are not ye of much 
more value than they?’’ ‘‘If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your Father who is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask him?’’ 


THE MESSAGE OF THE BOOK 


A recent writer upon the prophets of Israel says: 
‘*T have read the book of Jonah at least a hun- 
dred times, and I will publicly avow, for I am not 
ashamed of my weakness, that I cannot even now 
take up this marvelous book, nay, nor even speak 
of it, without tears rising to my eyes, or my heart 
beating higher. This apparently trivial book is one 
of the deepest and grandest that was ever written, 
and.I should like to say to everyone who approaches 
it, ‘Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground.’ ’’ 

What, then, are the wonderful lessons of this 
great missionary book? These are the lessons: 

(1) All men are brothers. We are created to 
love and not to hate one another. The first com- 
mandment is to love God. The second command- 
ment is to love one another. 

(2) God is Love. He will abundantly pardon. 
He cares for all. He may punish, but he loves to 
help all who come to him. 

(3) God is better than our best thought of him. 
The world with its teeming millions is in his keep- 
ing. ‘‘God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life.’’ 


AN ILLUSTRATION 


Goa’s love for Nineveh and his trust in the peo- 
ple of Nineveh led to repentance and salvation. | 

The story 1s told of Lincoln that when he re- 
prieved William Scott, condemned to be shot for 
sleeping at his post, he said to him: ‘I am going 
to trust you, and send you back to your regiment. 
My bill for this is a very large one. I have left 
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my work, and have come up here from Washington 
on your account. There is only one man in all 
the world who can pay the bill, and his name is 
William Scott. If from this day William Scott 
does his duty, so that, if 1 were there when he 
comes to die, he could look me in the face as he 
does now, and say, ‘‘I have kept my promise, and 
have done my duty as a soldier,*’ then the debt 
will be paid. Will you make that promise, and try 
to keep it?’ The promise was made and kept. 
The soldier lived a life of courageous helpfulness, 
and died while rescuing wounded men. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Who was Jonah? 

2. What message came to Jonah from God? 

3. Why did Jonah try to run away from God? 

4, What message did he proclaim to Nineveh? 

5. Why was Jonah disappointel when Nineveh 
repented, 

6. What mistake did Jonah make about God? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 14. How did Jesus Christ live on earth? 

A. Jesus Christ lived on earth a truly human 
life, with its joys and sorrows, being tempted as 
we are yet without sin, always doing the will of 
God, and so setting us a perfect example. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Why did Jonah refuse to deliver God’s mes- 
sage to Nineveh? 

2. How was Jonah taught that it is best to do 
God’s will? 

3. What was Jonah’s message to Nineveh? 

4, What led Nineveh to repent of its wickedness? 

5. Why was Jonah displeased with God’s kind- 
ness to Nineveh? 

6. What missionary message is contained in the 
lesson? 

The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 63. Which is the fifth commandment? 

A, The fifth commandment is, Honor thy father 
and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 


Lesson XI—AMOS WARNS ISRAEL 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler; 
And whosoever erreth thereby is not wise.” 


—Prov. 20:1. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Amos 6: 1-8 


COMMON VERSION 


1 Woe to them that are at ease in Zi’on, and 
trust in the mountain of Sa-mar’i-a, which are 
named chief of the nations, to whom the house of 


Js’ra-el came! 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 


1 Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and to 
them that are secure in the mountain of Samaria, 
the notable men of the chief of the nations, to 
whom the house of Israel come! 2 Pass ye unto 
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2 Pass ye unto Cal’neh, and see; and from  Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to Hamath 
thence go ye to Ha’math the great: then go down the great; then go down to Gath of the Philistines: 


to Gath of the Phil’is-tines: be they better than i 2 : ; 
these kingdoms? or their border greater than your are they better than these kingdoms? or is their 


border? border greater than your border? 3—~ye that put 
3 Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause far away the evil day, and SAueS the seat of vio- 
the seat of violence to come near; lence to come near; 4 that lie upon beds of ivory, 


4. That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch them- and stretch themselves upon their couches, and eat 


selves upon their couches, and eat the lambs out the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the 
of the flock, and the calves out of the midst of the midst of the stall; 5 that sing idle songs to the 


stall; é ; sound of the viol; that invent for themselves in- 
5 That chant to the sound of the viol, and in- 


4 : struments of music, like David; 6 that drink wine 
vent to themselves instruments of musick, lke ; ‘ ea : 
Da’vid; in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief oils; 

6 That drink wine in bowls, and anoint them- but they are not grieved for the affliction of Jo- 
selves with the chief ointments: but they are not  Sseph. 
grieved for the affliction of Jo’seph. - 7 Therefore shall they now go captive with the 
7 { Therefore now shall they go captive with first that go captive; and the revelry of them that 
“a first nee oe Ate banquet es them stretched themselves shall pass away. 8 The Lord 
UW ahedies doristm ag egolnnin. ety ou ek Jehovah hath sworn by himself, saith Jehovah, the 


8 The Lord Gop hath sworn by himself, saith : 
thie Tomo the God Of hosts, dranhor tie pacollenty God of hosts: I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and 


of Ja’cob, and hate his palaces: therefore will I de- hate his palaces; therefore will I deliver up the 


liver up the city with all that is therein. city with all that is therein. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 

Monday, March¢6 s34eer.0 Sok teehee Amos W'arnke Israel. iwc © sit goss ok oe eee Amos 6: 1-8. 
Tuesday, Mare (. . . tousa veo a Ae Tempting God's Leadersiemodstas ease rere Amos 2: 10-16. 
Wednesday; March: 827. anion eae Bé. Generous ands ust 22, oi ei eee Amos 5: 10-15. 
Thursday,; Mareh (95.0. Be alenare te ate Tnsineere® Worship acces htek. sh ohare ee ..Amos 5 : 21-27. 
Friday; March) 102-297 at as Seeger oe Danger ‘of. Evil Companions. <,......2.5---.-- Provo ee 
Saturday, Miarch* | Lio nee a ee ee ee Children*oF bight. “oo. wae ee ee a eee Eph. 5: 1-14. 
Sunday; <Mauel 12.4. < cstey sree eats a anol A’ Gitizer OF Zions. en ee cee Oe te ee Psalms: 

DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES THE PROPHET AMOS 

1, 2. Woe to them. These two verses are very The lesson last week introduced us to Jonah, a 


difficult to translate. They have been translated true prophet of Israel. This week we are to study 
thus: ‘‘ Woe to the easy-going in Zion and to the about the prophet Amos, who also was a prophet 
secure in the mountains of Samaria! Make the’ sent to the Northern Kingdom. He began life 
round of the foremost nations and come to them, as David did, as a shepherd. He was born in Ju- 
O house of Israel. Pass over to Calneh and see, dah, but we do not know his parents’ names. He 
and from thence go to Hamath Rabbah: then go possessed a few sycomore trees, and a small flock 
down to Gath of the Philistines. Are you better of sheep, ugly and short-footed, but very valuable 
than these kingdoms? Or is your border greater because of the fine wool they produced. He was 
than their border that you should be so favored?’’ an obscure person living an obscure but contented 
Calneh, Hamath, Gath. Calneh a town not identi- life during the period when Jeroboam II was king 
fied. Hamath, a city at this time subject to Israel. of Israel and Uzziah was king of Judah which was 
Gath, one of the five great cities of the Philistines. about 775-750 B.c. 

4. Stretch themselves. The Jews sat at meals. The kingdom of Israel had been very prosperous. 
See I Sam. 20:24. The foreign fashion was to Jeroboam, the king, had won many victories and, 
recline at meals. This custom is first mentioned as wealth increased, luxury and intemperance and 
here. These nobles lived lazy and luxurious lives. extravagance increased. Read vs. 4-6 of our les- 

6. Wine in bowls. Bowls were of costly material son. The poor were burdened with taxes and were 
and were generally used in divine service. See unable to secure justice. They were not slaves, 
Zech. 9:15. The idleness of the nobles was but they were treated as such. Read ch. 8: 4-6. 
matched by their extravagance. God had warned the people by means of locusts 

8. Excellency. The things of which the nation and pestilence and famine, but they were utterly 
was proud. Her history, her Temple, her laws, all careless in their selfish luxury and impure social 
belonged to the things that were excellent. life. Amos, who belonged really to Judah, knew 
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all this, and his soul burned within him against 
the sins of the people. 


THE CALL OF THE PROPHET 


When God has a work to do, he finds some one 
prepared for that work. The prophets and the 
priests of Israel were silent, but Amos knew God, 
and when God ealled, he answered. God ealled 
Moses and Isaiah and Jeremiah and Elijah and 
Elisha and Jonah, and Amos knew that God had 
called him. In ch. 7:14, 15, we read, ‘‘Then 
answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no 
prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I 
was a herdsman, and a dresser of sycomore-trees: 
and Jehovah took me from following the flock, 
and Jehovah said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my 
people Israel.’’ God had 
called him and he could not 
refuse. He said: ‘‘The lion 
hath roared; who will not 
fear? The Lord Jehovah 
hath spoken; who can but 
prophesy?’’ His heart was 
on fire for righteousness and 
justice. His prophecy has 
been called ‘‘A Cry for Jus- 


tice.’’ He condemned the 
nobles, the judges, the 
priests, the wealthy, the 


leaders of the people for 
their selfishness and _ their 
worldliness, and championed 
the cause of the poor. He 
began first to speak at 
Bethel, the center of the wor- 
ship of the Northern King- 
dom. The priest at Bethel 
ordered him to cease. He 
said, ‘‘Oh thou seer, go, flee 
thou away into the land of 
Judah, and there eat bread, 
and prophesy there: but 
prophesy not again any more 
at Bethel; for it is the 
king’s sanctuary, and it is 
a royal house.’’? But Amos refused. He spoke 
in still more severe tones and proclaimed judg- 
ment upon both the priests and the people. He 
was a man of courage like Luther, like John Knox, 
like Savonarola. His prophecies are given in a 
series of visions which contain the judgments of 
Jehovah upon various classes within the nation, 
upon the nation itself, and upon the surrounding 


nations. 
“AT EASE IN ZION” 
Amos 6:1 


Elijah the prophet had spoken against the king. 
Elisha had prophesied on behalf of individuals and 
the nation. Jonah’s message was to the people as 
a whole. The words of Amos are directed to a 
class, to the wealthy, who were free from worldly 
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care but careless about justice and truth and 
mercy. 

These men of wealth thought that they were 
secure. The country under King Jeroboam II had 
greatly prospered. The prophet speaks of their 
being ‘‘at ease in Zion.’’? He means that they 
were satisfied and contented. They were satisfied 
with themselves. They did not care whether or 
not there was social injustice and political corrup- 
tion, so long as they were not disturbed. 

It is always dangerous to be ‘‘at ease in Zion.’’ 
There is too much sorrow and pain and sin in the 
world for people to fold their hands and say, 


‘“Peace, peace; when there is no peace.’’ There 
is such a thing as a holy discontent. There is also 
such a thing as an unmoral contentment. When 


obinson 


things are wrong, it is our business to make them 
right. We must not say, ‘‘Let well enough alone.’’ 
Things are not ‘‘well’’ when gambling destroys 
young men. Things are not ‘‘well’’ when drink 
robs homes of happiness and brings disease and 
death to helpless women and children, The prophct 
was rightly angry with the so-called well-to-do 
people who were ‘‘at ease in Zion.’’ People who 
say: ‘‘T don’t care, it’s not my business. I must 
look out for myself,’’ belong to the class of those 
who are ‘‘at ease in Zion.’’ Because David Liv- 
ingstone refused to be at ease, he gave his life 
for Africa; John Howard visited the darkest pris- 
ons in Europe; Frances Willard spent herself in 
driving strong drink from the land. The law of 
the gospel is ‘‘ Bear ye one another’s burdens, and 
so fulfil the law of Christ.’’ 
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THE EVIL DAY 
Amos 6: 2, 3 


The prophet told the careless rich of the nation 
that their judgment was sure. They might think 
that they were putting far off the evil day, but 
as sure as God lived and loved truth, judgment 
would come upon them. It had come, the prophet 
said, upon other nations, and Israel could not es- 
cape. . 

The law of the harvest is as true for nations as 
it is for individuals. Whatsoever a nation or a 
people sow, that also it shall reap. This was the 
message which Rudyard Kipling gave in his well- 
known ‘‘Recessional’’? which every boy and girl 
should know. 


The tumult and the shouting dies; 
The captains and the kings depart; 
Still stands thine ancient sacrifice, 
An humble and a contrite heart: 
Lord God of hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget—lest we forget. 


Far called, our navies melt away ; 
On dune and headland sinks the fire; 
Lo, all our pomp of yesterday 
Is one with Nineveh and Tyre! 
Judge of the nations, spare us yet, 
Lest we forget—lest we forget. 


The slave trade in America was wrong, but thou- 
sands said that the day of its cessation was far 
off. Nevertheless it was very near, and when Abra- 
ham Lincoln spoke about it in the midst of the 
sufferings of the Civil War, he said, ‘‘ Yet if God 
wills that every drop of blood be drawn with the 
sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so 
still it must be said, ‘The judgments of the Lord 
are true and righteous altogether.’ ’’ 


SINGERS OF IDLE SONGS 
Amos 6 : 4-6 


The prophet in these verses described the habits 
and thoughts of the people whose easy and godless 
lives were destroying the nation. It is a terrible 
picture, from which we turn our eyes away. (1) 
They were idle. Like the indolent peoples of for- 
eign nations, they rested in ivory beds and sprawled 
on luxuriant couches. It is a picture of idleness 
and indolence. No people can endure that will not 
work. Satan always finds mischief for idle hands. 
There is nothing the people need to learn to-day 
more than the sacredness of work. (2) They were 
in love with luxury. They ate only the choicest 
dainties, ‘‘the lambs out of the flock, and the 
ealves out of the midst of the stall.’’ The tragedy 
of their luxury was that all the time poverty was 
making its suffering appeal to them and was un- 
answered. Their tables were spread for them in 
the very presence of the poor and while they over- 
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fed, the children of the poor starved. (3) They 
were vulgar. They sang idle songs to the sound of 
the viol and novel instruments of music as if they 
were David himself. It was true then as it is now 
that vulgarity lays claim to music and degrades it 
to its low purpose. David used music and song 
to elevate and uplift. These worthless rich used 
it to kill time and to stir their passions. This is 
as true to-day as it was then. Young people should 
shun songs that are idle and all so-called ‘‘jazz’’ 
music that never speaks of higher things and of 
the soul. (4) They were drunkards. One of the 
scholars of the Old Testament translates the words, 
‘‘They drink wine by ewerfuls—waterpotfuls.’’ 
They did not drink out of cups but from water- 
pots. It is a terrible picture of drunkenness. One 
of the leaders of the South African War who took 
part in the long siege of Ladysmith, once said: 
‘‘T was with the relief column that moved on to 
Ladysmith. It was an extremely trying time from 
In that column of some 
thirty thousand men, the first who dropped out 
were not the tall men, or the short men, or the big 
men, or the little men—but the drinkers, They 
dropped out as clearly as if they had been labeled 
with a big letter on their backs.’’ (5) They were 
careless. They did not care. ‘‘They are not 
grieved for the affliction of Joseph.’’ The prophet 
meant that they were indifferent as to what hap- 
pened to the nation. As long as they were secure 
they laughed at calamity. Like the priest and the 
Levite, they passed by on the other side. 

In the end, rich and poor suffered alike in the 
national calamity. 


THE DAY OF THE LORD 
Amos 6: 7, 8 


Such a condition of affairs could not go on for- 
ever. ‘‘Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.’’ ‘‘Therefore,’’? says Amos the shep- 
herd-prophet, ‘‘shall they now go captive with the 
first that go captive; and the revelry of them that 
stretched themselves shall pass away. The Lord 
Jehovah hath sworn by himself, saith Jehovah, the 
God of hosts: I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and 
hate his palaces; therefore will I deliver up the 
city with all that is therein.’’ 

There is an old saying to the effect that ‘‘God 
does not pay at the end of every day, but in the 
end he pays.’’ The day of the Lord, which is his 
Judgment Day, may be long delayed, but it is not 
delayed forever. His judgments are sure. It was 
true for Israel. It is still true for us. All sins 
against God and all injustice toward our fellow 
men bring certain punishment. The gambler’s 
wages, the drunkard’s reward, the immoral man’s 
compensation are sure. ‘‘The ordinances of Jeho- 
vah are true, and righteous altogether.’’ God is 
on his throne, and things that are wrong he must 
destroy, and things that are right he must pre- 
serve. A recent traveler in the West, in writing 
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of the steep grades on the mountains, says: ‘‘ The 
railroad from Cripple Creek to Colorado Springs 
drops more than four thousand feet in forty miles. 
All along the line are signs marked ‘Derailing 
Switch.’ I asked the conductor the meaning. 
‘Why,’ said he, ‘if an engine should lose control 
of itself and come plunging down this fearful 
grade it might destroy a whole trainload of people 
below; so we are always ready to wire to the first 
derailing switch where the switchman will throw 
the engine into a ditch or against the rocks. It is 
better to destroy one train than two.’ ’’ God has 
often ‘‘derailed a nation’’ because it was danger- 
ous among the nations of the earth. We have seen 
him do so in the case of Germany in our day. Let 
us then be careful. 


“‘Tf, drunk with sight of power, we loose 
Wild tongues that have not thee in awe, 
Such boastings as the Gentiles use, 
Or iesser breeds without the law: 
Lord God of hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget—lest we forget.’’ 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Who was Amos and when did he prophesy ? 

2. What was the condition of Israel in the time 
of Amos? 

3. Against what class of the people did Amos 
prophesy ? 
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4, What were the sins of the nobility? 

5. What punishment did the prophet predict? 

6. Are there people who are now ‘‘at ease in 
Zion’? 

The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 15. How did Jesus Christ die? 

A. Jesus Christ died on the cross, the just for the 
unjust, that he might reconcile us to God and save 
us from sin. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Why is the book of Amos ealled ‘‘A Cry for 
Justice’’? 

2, What charges did the prophet make against 
the nation? 

he Who were the greatest sinners among the peo- 
ple? 

4, What is true patriotism? 

5. Why is the message of Kipling’s ‘‘ Reces- 
sional’’ like the message of Amos? 

6. How was Amos prepared for his great work? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 64. What is required in the fifth command- 
ment? 

A. The fifth commandment requireth the preserv- 
ing the honor, and performing the duties, belong- 
ing to every one in their several places and rela- 
tions, as superior, inferiors, or equals. 


Lesson XII—THE DOWNFALL OF ISRAEL 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—‘Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is a reproach to any 
people.”—Prov. 14: 34. 


TEXT OF LESSON, II Kings 17 : 9-18 
For entire lesson, see II Kings 17: 1-18 


COMMON VERSION 


9 And the children of Is’ra-el did secretly those 
things that were not right against the Lorp their 
God, and they built them high places in all their 
cities, from the tower of the watchmen to the 
fenced city. 


10 And they set them up images and groves in 
every high hill, and under every green tree: 


11 And there they burnt incense in all the high 
places, as did the heathen whom the Lorp carried 
away before them; and wrought wicked things to 
provoke the Lorp "to anger: 


12 For they served idols, whereof the ear 
had said unto them, Ye shall not do this thing. 


13 Yet the orb testified against Is’ra-el, and 
against Ju’dah, by all the prophets, and by all the 
seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and 
keep my commandments and my statutes, accord- 
ing to all the law which I commanded your fathers, 
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9 And the children of Israel did secretly things 
that were not right against Jehovah their God: 
and they built them high places in all their cities, 
from the tower of the watchmen to the fortified 
city; 10 and they set them up pillars and Asherim 
upon every high hill, and under every green tree; 
11 and there they burnt incense in all the high 
places, as did the nations whom Jehovah carried 
away before them; and they wrought wicked things 
to provoke Jehovah to anger; 12 and they served 
idols, whereof Jehovah had said unto them, Ye 
shall not do this thing. 13 Yet Jehovah testified 
unto Israel, and unto Judah, by every prophet, and 
every seer, Saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, 
and keep my commandments and my statutes, ac- 
cording to all the law which I commanded your 
fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants 
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and which I sent to you by my servants the the prophets. 14 Notwithstanding, they would not 
prophets. hear, but hardened their neck, like to the neck of 
14. Notwithstanding they would not hear, but their fathers, who believed not in Jehovah their 
hardened their necks, like to the neck of their @ oq, 15 And they rejected his statutes, and his 
fathers, that did not believe in the Lorp their God. epvenut that hemadé Gaither etatheras acai 
. . * ? 
he ne adh ee oes Siar eae ay Aue testimonies which he testified unto them; and they 
CRAB URS at Sodas Te VE eae epi eeusen ss «foamed vanity, and became vain, and went after 


testimonies which he testified against them; and ; 
they followed vanity, and became vain, and went the nations that were round about them, concern- 


after the heathen that were round about them, con- ing whom Jehovah had charged them that they 
cerning whom the Lorp had charged them, that should not do like them, 16 And they forsook all 
they should not do like them. the commandments of Jehovah their God, and made 
16 And they left all the commandments of the them molten images, even two calves, and made an 
Lorp their God, and made them molten images, Asherah, and worshipped all the host of heaven, 
even two calves, and made a grove, and wor- and served Baal. 17 And they caused their sons 
shipped all the host of heaven, and served Ba’al. and their daughters to pass through the fire, and 
17 And they caused their sons and their daugh- ~ ...4 divination and enchantments, and sold them- 
ters to pass through the fire, and used divination 1 tse ce otiaehich faye AL a Bee 

and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil ‘Ves '0 So bia foe 
in the sight of the Lorp, to provoke him to anger. Jehovah, to provoke him to anger. 18 Therefore 
Jehovah was very angry with Israel, and removed 


18 Therefore the Lorp was very angry with sabe: 
Is’ra-el, and removed them out of nis sight: there them out of his sight: there was none left but the 


was none left but the tribe of Ju’dah only. tribe of Judah only. 
The Time—722 B.c. The Place—Samaria. 
‘ DAILY HOME READINGS 
Date Title Reference 
Monday, Marechal 3 ict ae. Vie the cate se oe TheiSin(l-laraelewiw eee ke. ato pees II Kings 17 : 1-12, 
Tuesday, Marehul¢: 23. veckie oh. oe sea ThesJudgment on; [srael> son as ee oe oe ee II Kings 17 : 13-18. 
Wednesday, March: 1577 ci5 iss cece. The Deceptive Character of Sin ........ Hosea 7: 1-10. 
Thursday, March 16 ...................04. The Downfall Moretoldis, "50 -.%n. se cee Isa. 8 : 5-10. 
Kriday)} Marchi 170 naksten dees tere ‘A Dangerous JAdliance tee beeen II Kings 16: 1-9. 
Saturday} Marehil8}. oi. ge sae te eee Corrupting Worship Foca cntac tr ale atotans II Kings 16: 10-18. 
Sunday, March. 19/3 i ee oe eas Pee eee “Phe Way of-the Righteous” 5) .«.:. ecuhae Psalm 1. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES the greatest kings of Assyria, Tiglath-pileser, came 
to the throne. In 738 B.c. he invaded Israel and 
instead of fighting against the enemy, Menahem 
agreed to pay tribute to Assyria, 


9. The tower of the watchmen. From the 
watchtower to the fortified city means from the 
most obscure vineyard which was guarded, to the poe : : 
centers of population. In a word, the entire coun- _ The people grew weary of paying tribute, and 

: d killed the new king Pekahiah, the son of Menahem 
try had been corrupted. d hi q Polnh at aes The 

10. Pillars and Asherim. The Revised Version 3 ey 8 eee eee eee) ee ee” nae < 
ST wae Y. pe ss (Patties es : Assyrian king however returned, 734-733, and ecap- 

gin gives ‘‘obelisks’’ for ‘‘ pillars. Remind- 2.4 u 

: . tured Israel and sent away into slavery tens of 

ers of the old, idolatrous worship of Canaan. . 
thousands of the people. Pekah in turn was mur- 

16. All the host of heaven. The stars. See . 
ndenzatt ; pies : .-.-« dered, and Hoshea, the last king of Israel, was 
Amos 5: 26; Deut. 4:19;.17: 3. The worship of od ©. -“Hoshad cosomntead:alloriance teoueaneees 
the planets was a form of heathen idolatry. eases: Sete : Srembtgti  SSagse oe 
and a large tribute. 

Hoshea in turn proved false to his contract. 

THE OVERTHROW OF ISRAEL When Tiglath-pileser died, Hoshea entered into a 
Tie kK 17-118 secret agreement with Egypt and refused to pay 
oe the tribute money. He had no money to pay. The 

(These verses are not printed, but a study of new king of Assyria, Shalmaneser, invaded Israel, 
them gives an idea of the history of the time.) took King Hoshea prisoner, marched to Samaria, 

When Amos prophesied against the idolatry and and after a terrible siege of three years, during 
luxury of Israel, Jeroboam IT was on the throne. which he died and his son Sargon became king, the 
When he died, lawlessness broke loose and during citadel was captured and over twenty-seven thou- 
the next seventeen years Israel had six kings, four sand inhabitants were deported together with all 
of whom were murdered, and only one of whom the wealth of the nation. Thus ended the King- 
was succeeded upon the throne by his son. dom of Israel. Their nation was destroyed and 

In the reign of King Menahem, 743 B.c., one of they were afterwards spoken of as the ‘‘Ten Lost 
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Tribes.’’ They were swallowed up in the life of 
Assyria and the neighboring nations. 

The Kingdom of Israel lasted from the time of 
Jeroboam I, 931 B.c., to the time of Hoshea, 
722 B. C., a period of two hundred and nine years. 
The list of her kings includes, among others, Jero- 
boam, Ahab, Jehoram, Jehoash, Jeroboam II, 
Menahem, Pekah, and Hoshea. A few were loyal 
to Jehovah; the majority were evil and idolatrous 
and forgetful of God. 

In the destruction of Israel, the greater part of 
the Jews were destroyed. Only Judah was left and 
during the next quarter we will study her history 
and her ultimate fall. It is a terrible thing to 
see a nation disappear. Nevertheless, history is 
full of stories of fallen nations. Assyria in her 
turn fell; Babylonia passed away. Greece with all 
her art fell into ruins, and Rome with her im- 
perial power was destroyed. 

Why was Israel destroyed? What was the 
reason that a great people trained to freedom and 
righteousness disappeared from the earth? The 
reason as given in the lesson is very simple. Israel 
forgot God and, forgetting God, she became impure 
and immoral, and weak. Her weakness became a 
temptation to Assyrian power, and Assyria robbed 
and destroyed her and grew rich upon her desola- 
tion. The words of the golden text contain the 
true explanation: ‘‘Righteousness exalteth a na- 
tion; but sin is a reproach to any people.’’ The 
prophet Amos in our last lesson predicted the fall 
of Israel because she neglected the poor, and those 
in power suffered injustice to go unpunished and 
unchecked. 


‘‘Shall crime bring crime for ever, 
Strength aiding still the strong? 

Is it thy will, O Father, 

That man shall toil for wrong? 

‘No,’ say thy mountains; ‘No,’ thy skies; 
Man’s clouded sun shall brightly rise, 
And songs ascend instead of sighs; 

God save the people! ”’ 


THE SIN OF IDOLATRY 
II Kings 17: 9-12 


The real sin of Israel was her neglect of God 
aud her worship of idols. Jeroboam began by set- 
ting up his golden calves at Bethel and Dan, Ahab 
gave his full consent to Baal worship and against 
that worship Elijah, the prophet, issued his terrible 
warnings. Idolatry brought immorality and lux- 
ury and selfishness, and these things undermined 
the life of the nation. A recent writer says: ‘‘ We 
believe to-day that God works through the chan- 
nels of law, whether physical, economic, social, or 
moral; and as we look at the fate of Belgium 
and France, for example, in the Great War, we are 
quite sure that all catastrophes are not the conse- 
quence of the victim’s sins. Two different forces 
were at work here in two different realms of life, 
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accomplishing two different results. Israel fell 
because her wealth excited the greed of Assyria, 
because she lay in the path of Assyria’s conquer- 
ing ambition; these were economic and political 
reasons that had- no relation to Israel’s deserts. 
But Israel fell in a deeper and more significant 
way—had, indeed, been falling for years before 
the final crash. Greed, materialism, and lust had 
destroyed national and individual character and 
substituted debasing Canaanite forms of worship 
for the ethical worship of Jehovah; for that reason 
her fall meant extinction, When the great catas- 
trophe came, Israel had nothing worth saving—not 
an ideal nor a God. Assyria destroyed her political 
identity, but sin had already destroyed her soul.’’ 


GOD’S NEGLECTED WARNING 
IT Kings 17: 13, 14 


When the ruin of the nation came at last, there 
was no one to blame but the people themselves. 
The Bible makes that very clear, and our lessons 
have made it clear. ‘‘Yet Jehovah testified unto 
Israel, and unto Judah, by every prophet, and 
every seer, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, 
and keep my commandments and my statutes, ac- 
cording to all the law which I commanded your 
fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants 
the prophets. Notwithstanding, they would not 
hear, but hardened their neck, like to the neck 
of their fathers, who believed not in Jehovah their 
God.’’ Elijah warned them and Amos warned 
them and told them plainly that God would bring 
ruin to the nation unless there were repentance and 
a change of life. Sometimes as we read this his- 
tory we feel as if there were rejoicing over the 
overthrow of Israel. That is not the case. There 
is joy that evil is destroyed, that sin is found out, 
that injustice is punished, but God does not rejoice 
in punishment. He rejoices in merey. He does 
not will that anyone should perish, but that every- 
one should come unto him and live. 

Israel is not the only sinner against the light. 
We, too, have been warned. God is still calling 
all men to repent and be saved. The message of 
the gospel is heard from every pulpit. The Bible 
is open for all men to read. Jesus and his salva- 
tion are offered freely, but thousands still refuse 
to yield to him, and prefer to live godless, church- 
less, selfish lives. The well-known English preacher, 
Dr. W. L. Watkinson, tells this interesting story. 
‘‘Some time ago the newspapers related that a 
herd of cattle was being driven through a long, 
dark, wooden tubular bridge. Here and there in 
the planks were knot holes, which let in the sun 
in bars of light. The animals were afraid of these 
sun bars; they shied at them, were terrified at 
them, and then, leaping over them, made a painful 
hurdle race of it, coming out at the other end pal- 
pitating and exhausted. We act just as madly. 
The laws of God are golden rays in a dark path; 
they are for our guidance and infinite perfecting 
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and consolation, but they irritate us, they enrage 
us, we count them despotic barriers to liberty and 
happiness, and too often we put them under our 
feet.’’ God warns us in order to save us. 


FORSAKING GOD 
II Kings 17: 15 


The people of Israel not only refused to hear 
God’s warnings through the prophets, but they 
deliberately forsook God, turned away from his 
laws, and imitated the heathen nations around 
them. These nations, among them Assyria and 
Egypt, were strong and powerful and warlike, and 
Israel was small and peace-loving, but envy of 
power and greatness led Israel to imitate what was 
evil. 
and not to material things. A great nation is not 
the nation that has many warships and great 
armies. In that sense, Germany was very great. 
But how much greater was Belgium? If you think 
of it, many small nations have been great because 
of what they have done for the world. We think 
of Greece with her art, and Switzerland with her 
liberty, and Holland with her faith, and Scotland 
with her loyalty, and New England with her cul- 
ture and her love of truth. The gospel advises 
us to imitate things that are good. We are to be 
imitators of Jesus and by trying to be like him, 
by always looking to him, we are changed into his 
likeness. 

‘¢A beautiful statue once stood in the market 
place of an Italian city. It was the statue of a 
Greek slave girl. It represented the slave as tidy 
and well-dressed. 

‘(A ragged, uncombed, forlorn street child, com- 
ing across the statue in her play, stopped and gazed 
at it in admiration. She was captivated by it. 
She gazed long and lovingly. Moved by a sudden 
impulse, she went home and washed her face and 
combed her hair. 

‘¢Another day she stopped again before the 
statue and admired it, and she got a new idea. 
Next day her tattered clothes were washed and 
mended. Each time she looked at the statue she 
found something in its beauties until she was a 
transformed child.’’ 

In this way we look unto Jesus and become like 


him. 
FALSE AND CRUEL FAITHS 


II Kings 17:16, 17 
The worst evils that came to Israel came through 


the false faiths, the heathen religions which became 


strong in the land. The people of Israel by imi- 
tating foreign nations, adopted their religions. 
They not only worshiped the golden calves of Jero- 
boam, but all the idols of Baal, together with the 
stars and the planets. One thing led on to an- 
other, and in time they offered their children in 
sacrifice to the heathen god Moloch. This was the 
worship of the land of Moab, It is a terrible 
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story. ‘‘And they caused their sons and their 
daughters to pass through the fire, and used div- 
ination and enchantments, and sold themselves to 
do that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah, to 
provoke him to anger.’’ 

All heathen religions are cruel. Jesus said, 
‘“‘Learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.’’ 
Heathen religions bring not rest, but disquiet. 
Buddhism leads to the distrust of life. Moham- 
medanism leads to cruelty to women. Hinduism 
burns widows on the graves of their husbands and 
easts little children into the Ganges. Paganism 
has always been hard and heartless. Israel turned 
away from the living God to the worship of heathen 
deities, and found sorrow and pain and death. 
How thankful we should be that as a nation we 
know the true God, and how careful we should be 
not to turn from him to serve the idols of the 


_ world or to imitate nations that love power more 
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than they love God. The Arabs have a tradition 
to the effect that for a long time a little worm was 
gnawing the staff upon which King Solomon leaned 
until at last the staff broke and the great king 
fell. Of course the story means that the worm 
was gnawing not at the wood but at the life of 
the king. Evil was working at his heart and at 
last he fell. It is always so. The staff upon which 
men and nations lean is the Word and will of 
God. When a nation forgets God it is lost. 


THE ANGER OF GOD 
II Kings 17: 18 


The closing words of the lesson are very sad: 
‘¢Therefore Jehovah was very angry with Israel, 
and removed them out of his sight.’’ That, in a 
word, tells the story of Israel’s overthrow. God 
used Assyria to punish Israel. God was not angry 
with Israel herself, but with Israel in her sin. 
Israel would not separate herself from her sin. 
Israel identified herself with evil, with idolatry, 
with impurity, and God hated evil and impurity. 
As long as the people loved idols more than God, 
how could God love them? Sin always brings 
forth death. ‘‘The wages of sin is death.’? What- 
soever we sow we reap. Some time ago the papers 
told the story of a floating mine which had been 
drifting on the waves for nearly a year when sud- 
denly it struck the shore of Norway, doing great 
damage. It was a mine which had been placed in 
the sea during the Great War, but months after 
the War was ended and peace declared, this instru- 
ment of death which had been missed when the sea 
had been swept, still carried in secret its death- 
dealing penalty. It is so with sin. Sins of long 
ago, perhaps forgotten, have sown seed, the harvest 
of which must be reaped. Israel’s long course of 
rebellion against God was like a floating mine 
which at last brought damage and destruction to 
the nation. 

The only way to escape the penalty of sin is to 
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turn to God. God’s mercy never fails those who day after his burial and, after forty days, ascended 
seek him. If ‘‘the wages of sin is death,’’ it is into heaven. 
also true that the gift of God is eternal life. Let Q. 17. How will Jesus Christ come again? 


this then be our prayer. A. Jesus Christ will come again with power and 
great glory, and will judge us all according to our 
‘*O great Absolver, grant my soul may wear works. 
The lowliest garb of penitence and prayer, FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


That in the Father’s courts my glorious dress 


May be the garment of thy righteousness.’’ 1, How long did the Kingdom of Israel continue? 


2. What was the political reason for Israel’s 
overthrow? 
FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 3. What was the real reason for Israel’s down- 
1. Who was the first king of Israel and who was fall? 


the last? 4. How did God try to save Israel? 
2. What nation did God use to destroy Israel? 5. Why did Israel refuse to obey God? 
3. What happened to the last king of Israel? 6. Of which of Israel’s sins may we, too, be 
4, Of what sins was Israel guilty? guilty? 
5. Why was God angry with Israel? The Shorter Catechism 
; 4 Ps 
6. Is the golden text suited to this lesson? Q. 65. What is forbidden in the fifth command- 
: ‘ ment? 
The Intermediate Catechism A. The fifth commandment forbiddeth the neg- 
Q. 16. When did Jesus Christ rise from the lecting of, or doing anything against, the honor 
dead ? and duty which belongeth to every one in their sev- 


A. Jesus Christ rose from the dead the third eral places and relations. 


Lesson XIII—REVIEW 


THE GOLDEN TEXT—“Jehovah is righteous in all his ways, 
And gracious in all his works.” 
—Ps. 145 :17. 


DEVOTIONAL READING, Psalm 130 
DAILY HOME READINGS 


Date Title Reference 
ERA MEAT CIY: 200 Gone rl ee, Ge The Revolt of serouoant cane cvs Cos es coc. IT Kings 12: 12-20. 
emia e eniarci ot ace at ce Elijah, the Tishbitewms * ost s. eee Ae I Kings 17: 1-16. 
Pyennesdav, MARCH 22 sue. oe eee Jehoval la Crowe. ste ek ee Yee I Kings 18 : 30-39. 
BEDUHN DY CL VEATCLS 20 ce etree eS Peele cae the. Prophet @Rewarawrt ck. 0 2.258. II Kings 2: 1-11. 
PTiGgaye ~ Naren pest, Ae OPE, SHO RAY Klisha’s Heavenly Defenders ............. II Kings 6: 13-19. 
Saturday, March 25 ....... SA Sa ee, SI The: Mercytof Jehovah} 042i se. so be! Jonah, ch. 3. 
sunday Marchi 2600 sat sah don bons 2h, The Forgiveness of Jehovah ............. Psalm 130. 

REVIEW Solomon, the Hebrew nation was a unity. It grew 


great and prospered. Solomon had had a brilliant 
: ; and extravagant reign. The people loved liberty 
Fenel pecan ce NPaeea ting and Solomon had made their lives bitter with 
have been in all, twelve lessons. The first lesson forced labor and heavy taxes. He had turned 


; . ; : away from the pure and holy religion of his father 
bean ee aeclisiehves Hy en Fa eer iy David and had introduced foreign customs and 


i foreign gods into the land. He himself married 
eee ean eine ‘pene s ean a heathen princess and the religion of Jehovah was 


neglected. There had always been a strained feel- 
mon ae ee owe RACE eae ing between the south and the north, David and 
Pee ara] 22, Solomon belonged to Judah and in their day they 


were strong enough to hold the people together, but 
when Solomon died, the people of the north de- 

THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL manded a larger share in the government. When 

The history covered by our lessons dates from Rehoboam, Solomon’s son who was acknowledged 
931 B.c. to 722 B.c., a period of two hundred and_ king of Judah, refused to grant the people of the 
nine years. During the reigns of Saul, David, and north the reforms which they demanded, they re- 
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The lessons during the past three months have 
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belled and set up a separate kingdom. The foolish- 
ness of Rehoboam in refusing the just demands of 
the north led to the final rupture. 


THE FIRST KING OF ISRAEL 


The story of how Jeroboam became the first king 
of the Northern Kingdom is very interesting. 
Jeroboam had been an obscure workman under 
Solomon, and because of his superior ability had 
been made foreman of the workers engaged upon 
the fortifications of Jerusalem. He was a capable 
and ambitious man. Ahijah the prophet tore into 
twelve pieces the new mantle that he was wearing 
and gave Jeroboam ten pieces, saying, ‘‘ Thus saith 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the 
kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give 
ten tribes to thee.’’ Solomon heard of this 
prophecy and Jeroboam had to flee to Egypt. He 


Review 


returned after the death of Solomon and when the . 


north rebelled, he was made king. It was he who 
introduced the golden calves into Israel and sowed 
the seed of the harvest of evil that later had to 
be reaped. 


THE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL 


The lessons of the quarter have told more about 
the prophets than about the kings. In the two 
hundred and nine years during which the kingdom 
lasted, there were nineteen kings of Israel: Jero- 
boam, Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri, Omri, Ahab, 
Ahaziah, Jehoram, Jehu, Jehoahaz, Jehoash, Jero- 
boam II, Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, 
Pekah, and Hoshea. During this same period we 
have studied in our lessons the work of five of the 
great prophets of Israel. Ahijah was the prophet 
in the reign of Jeroboam I. Elijah was the domi- 
nating spirit during the reign of Ahab. He fought 
Baal worship. He proclaimed Jehovah as the only 
living God. The five lessons about Elijah were 
‘¢Klijah the Tishbite,’’ ‘‘Elijah’s Challenge of 
Baal Worship,’’ ‘‘Elijah’s Flight and Return,’’ 
‘‘Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard,’’? and ‘‘ Elijah 
Taken Up Into Heaven.’’ The story of Elisha 
was of great interest. Elijah was like the storm. 
Elisha was like the springtime. The lessons about 
the prophets Jonah and Amos were instructive and 
revealed the social condition of Israel. Jonah 
called Nineveh to repentance, and himself learned 
that God cares for all men and all nations. Amos 
revealed the truth that God cares for all classes 
of people, poor as well as rich. 


THE LAST KING OF ISRAEL 


The history of the last king of Israel was con- 
tained in last week’s lesson. Hoshea first paid 
tribute to Assyria and when he tried to break away 
from Assyria, by forming an alliance with Egypt, 
the king of Assyria swept down upon Israel and 
after three years of war and siege, destroyed 


48 


March 26, 1922 


Samaria, the capital, robbed the nation of its 
wealth, and carried off the inhabitants of the land 
into exile. 

Assyria, the great power on the east, was jealous 
of Egypt on the south, and Israel lay between, and 
as long as she was independent and free to join 
with Egypt, Assyria was ill at ease. But other 
causes lay at the root of Israel’s trouble. She 
had lost her religion and her morals. She had for- 
gotten God and turned to idols. She had sold her 
soul. One king after the other followed in the 
footsteps of Jeroboam, who is always spoken of 
as the man ‘‘ who made Israel to sin.’’ 


LESSONS FROM HISTORY 


1, A bad start meant for Israel a bad ending. 
The first king began wrong. He established calf 
worship at Bethel and Dan. The kings that suc- 
ceeded him followed in the steps of his idolatry. 
Let us be sure we follow a good leader. Let us 
make Jesus our Leader. 

2. God gave Israel frequent warnings. Each one 
of the prophets called men back to God. We have 
only ourselves to blame if we go on in sin. To us 
God has sent Jesus, and we have his message and 
his cross. 

3. God uses heathen nations to do his will. 
Assyria was not a good nation. She was proud 
and cruel, but God used her for a while to do his 
will. ‘‘The earth is Jehovah’s’’ and all nations 
are under his control. 

4, ‘*The wages of sin is death.’’ In the end the 
seed which Jeroboam sowed bore its harvest. It 
took two hundred years, however, for the harvest 
to ripen. We reap what we sow. If we sow ‘‘unto 
the Spirit,’’ we will ‘‘of the Spirit reap eternal 
life.’? 

5. Religion decides the fate not only of men but 
of nations. While Israel was true to God she was 
strong. When she forsook God she fell. It is still 
true. When Germany trusted in force and forgot 
God she fell from her high place. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


. Name the kings of the Northern Kingdom. 
Name the prophets of the Northern Kingdom. 
. What was the message of Elijah to Israel? 
What was the message of Elisha to Israel? 

. What became of the Kingdom of Israel? 
Why was Israel destroyed? 


D ore Co LO be 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Compare Elijah and Elisha. 

2. Who was the worst of the kings of Israel? 

3. What was the message of Jonah to Nineveh? 
What did Jonah himself learn? 

4, What was the message of Amos to Israel? 

5. What became of the Kingdom of Israel? 

6. What warnings did God give Israel? 


ORDERS OF SERVICE FOR FIRST QUARTER, 1922' 


ORDER OF SERVICE, No. 1 
Doors CLOSED. 


THE DoxoLocy.— ‘Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow.’’ 


SILENT PRAyER.—(All standing.) 
Doors OPENED. 


HymMn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 51. 
My Shepherd Is.’’ 


OPENING SENTENCES: 


‘“The King of Love 


Supt —Oh give thanks unto Jehovah; for he is 
good; 
For his lovingkindness endureth for ever. 
PuPILs.—Let them now that fear Jehovah say, 
That his lovingkindness endureth for 
ever. 
Supr.—Jehovah is my strength and song; 
And he is become my salvation. 
Purpits.—The voice of rejoicing and salvation 
is in the tents of the righteous. 
Supr.—Open to me the gates of righteousness: 
I will enter into them, I will give thanks 
unto Jehovah. 
Pupits.—This is the gate of Jehovah; 
The righteous shall enter into it. 
Supt.—The stone which the builders rejected 
Is become the head of the corner. 
Purpits.—This is Jehovah’s doing; 
It is marvellous in our eyes. 
Supt.—This is the day which Jehovah hath 
made ; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
PuPiLs.—Blessed be he that cometh in the name 
of Jehovah. 
Supr.—Thou art my God, and I will give thanks 
unto thee: 
Thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 
AuL.—Oh give thanks unto Jehovah; for he is 
ood; 
eeenis lovingkindness endureth for ever. 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED.—(AIl standing.) 


Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 100. ‘‘O Word of God 
Incarnate. ’’ 


MISSIONARY LETTER oR STORY BY ONE OF THE 
SENIORS. 


PRAYER BY THE PASTOR. 


Missionary Hymn.—‘‘Alleluia,’’? No. 
‘*We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations. ’?’ 


THE LESSON READ. 


140. 


SOLO OR QUARTET. 

THE LESSON PERIOD. 

Music BY PIANO OR ORCHESTRA. 
REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’? No. 116. ‘‘Blest Be the 


Tie That Binds.’’ 
CLOSING PRAYER. 


ORDER OF SERVICE, No. 2 


HyMn.—(Without announcement.) One Verse of 
**Alleluia,’’? No. 157. ‘‘My Faith Looks Up 
to Thee.’’ 


THE LorD’s PRAYER. 


HymMn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 16. 
Ye Heavens Adore Him.’’ 


OPENING SENTENCES: 


‘“Praise the Lord: 


Supt.—Oh sing unto Jehovah a new song; 
For he hath done marvellous things: 
ScHOooL.—His right hand, and his holy arm, hath 
wrought salvation for him. 
Supt.—Make a joyful noise unto Jehovah, all the 


earth: 

Boys.—Break forth and sing for joy, yea, sing 
praises. 

GIRLS.—Sing praises unto Jehovah with the 
harp; . 


With the harp and the voice of melody. 
TEACHERS.—Let the sea roar, and the fulness 
thereof ; 
The world, and they that dwell 
therein. 
SupT.—Let the floods clap their hands; 
Let the hills sing for joy together. 
AuL.—Before Jehovah; for he cometh to judge 
the earth: 
He will judge the world with righteous- 
ness, 
And the peoples with equity. 


SILENT PRAYER. 


HymMn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’? No. 82. 
Glory.’’ 


REVIEW OF Last SuNDAY’S LESSON. 
SPECIAL Music.—Solo or choir. 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON. 


PRAYER Hymn.—‘‘Alleluia,’’ No. 103. 
Thou the Bread of Life.’’ 


RECORDS AND OFFERING. 
THE LESSON PERIOD. 


‘‘ Jesus, King of 


‘Break 


MUSIC BY PIANO OR ORCHESTRA. 


Hymn.—‘‘ Alleluia,’’ No. 231. 
the Story.’’ 


REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


‘‘T Love to Tell 


One verse of ‘‘Alle- 
‘What a Friend We Have 


HyMN.—(From memory.) 
luia,’’ No. 196. 
in Jesus. ’’ 


BENEDICTION BY THE PASTOR. 


1 Extra copies of these Orders of Service, on heavy paper, may be ordered of the publishers at 50 cents a hundred. 


SE eal 


Have You Felt the Lack 


of befitting missionary 
information of the Church? 


Missionary Committees are often con- 
fronted with a deficiency of missionary 
stories and tableaux appropriately arranged 
for Junior and Intermediate age group 
adaptation. 


Sunday School Builders 


Stories from the Field 
of Sunday School Missions 


By JOHN M. SOMERNDIKE 


‘This new book has been written after the 
style of ‘‘Sunday-school Missionary Inci- 
dents and Exercises,’’ and in every way 18 
its equal. 

The heroic and self-sacrificing feature of 
missionary life, always an inspiration to 
character building, is especially emphasized 


in all the stories. The people among whom > 
the missionaries labor are characterized, | 


becoming ‘‘real,’’ with human tendencies 
for good and evil, thus making each narra- 
tive strike a concordant note.with the 
reader. 


Paper, 152 pages 75 cents, postpaid 
The book will meet the need of befitting mis- 


sionary information for children and young 
people of the Church. 


A Text Book Which Reads With the 
Ease of a Novel 


Unfinished Business 


By FRED EASTMAN 
Director of Educational Work of the Board 
of Home Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. 


Jointly prepared and heartily recommended 
for mission study during 1921-1922 by 


The Board of Home Missions 
The Woman’s Board of Home Missions 
The Board of Publication and 
Sabbath School Work 
The Board of Missions for Freedmen 


Mr. Hastman seeks in this little vol- 
ume to help Presbyterians to realize 
what their part is or ought to be in 
some of the great tasks of the Chris- 
tian forces in America, He has been 
obliged of necessity to select a few of 


these tasks and to present each of 
them in as suggestive a way as possi- 
ble. And the reader will surely agree 
that he has done his work exceedingly 
well.—Robert E. Speer. 


Bound in cloth, 75 cents, postpaid 
In paper covers, 50 cents, postpaid 


Presbyterian Board of Publication 
(The Westminster Press) 
Headquarters: Philadelphia, Witherspoon Bldg. 


New York Chicago Cincinnati Nashville 
St. Louis San Francisco Atlanta (Colored) 
Pittsburgh 


CHARTS 


FOR MEMORY WORK 


(THE seven charts are printed on best 
grade muslin in two colors (black and 
red), and mounted on a special wooden 
roller which fits on the top of a collapsible 
steel tripod. The entire outfit can be folded 
and rolled in a small tube for carrying. 


TITLES 


Books of the Bible Apostles’ Creed 
Ten Commandments Beatitudes 

and Summary Twenty-third Psalm 
Lord’s Prayer First Psalm 


THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 


OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT 
THEPENTATEUCH GREATER PROPHETS. PAULINE EPSTLES 
TENESIS 


Ecclesiastes fark 
The Song of John 
Solomon The Acts 


Size of Stand, Size of Charts, 
6 feet extended 36 x 55 inches 


Seven Charts complete with tripod, 
$15.00, delivery extra. 
Charts furnished separately : 
On Wocden Roller, $2.50 each. 
On Spring Roller, $3.00 each. - 
Unmounted, $2.00 each. 
The Charts are also furnished mounted 


on wooden rollers in wooden wall case, a 
practical and permanent method of display. 


Price complete in case, $30.00, 
delivery extra. 


Cabinet may be had in light or 
dark oak. 


SUUALDEREAESLTEUEE EEDA 


es e e 
The Presbyterian Board of Publication 
(THE WESTMINSTER PRESS) 

Headquarters : PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 
New York, 156 Fifth Ave. Nashville, 711 Church St. 
Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Ave. St. Louis, 411 N. Tenth St. 
Cincinnati, 420 Elm St. San Francisco, 278 Post St. 

Atlanta (Colored), 200 Auburn Ave. 

Pittsburgh, Granite Bldg., Sixth Ave. & Wood St. 


